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Research Title: A Study of Critical Reading Ability in English of the Third Year
English Business Communication Students in Private Higher Education
Institutions
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the critical reading ability in English of the
third year English Business Communication students in private higher education institutions in
2006 academic year.

The subjects were 326 students selected by judgment sampling from 9 universities. The
instruments were English critical reading ability test and questionnaire about learning to read
English through communicative approach constructed by the researcher. The reliability of the test
and questionnaire were .70 and .86 respectively. The data were analyzed by means of arithmetic
mean, percentage of arithmetic mean, t-test for dependent sample and Pearson product moment
correlation.

The findings were that students had critical reading ability at the minimum norm level
with an average percentage of 51.81. The critical reading skill that students possessed the most
was distinguishing fact and opinion (72.40%), the next was recognizing author’s purpose
(51.45%). The other three skills: recognizing author’s writing patterns evaluating author’s
attitude and tone and making inferences were below the minimum norm level with the average

percentages of 49.32, 43.86 and 42.09 respectively.

Keywords: Critical Reading, Teaching Reading Communicatively, English Reading
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Unforgettable” will be the slogan next year as Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) highlights
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Juthamas, for the local market the TAT will expand potential Tourism spots as well as form
partnerships and alliances with local administrations and chief executive officers of companies

operating in the region to increase marketing channels and networks.
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styles and soft leathers, in a wide range of funky and fresh colours. The range includes a core
casual collection, sandals, the Privo collection for the alternative person and a smart collection
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