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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study legal issues dealing with environmental
management in clinics, with an emphasis on wastewater treatment in clinics where the problems
of wastewater arise. One way to reduce wastewater is wastewater treatment. Previous studies
have found that the Clinic Act B.E. 2541, amended in (an) B.E. 2547, is not sufficiently clear or
precise and can not be applied specifically to the environmental management of water. Moreover,
there is a lack of responsible agencies, as well as disagreement among those concerned. Hence,
the above law is not suitable for coping with the urgent problems in the present circumstances.
The researcher has studied (1) legal issues concerning environmental management inside clinics,
(2) wastewater treatment and measures for environmental management in foreign countries, and
(3) Thai law concerning with this issues. The findings are intended to provide suggestions for
modifying the Clinic Act in order to have specific and appropriate legal measures concerning
environmental management in clinics with regard to wastewater treatment. This may be used as a
guideline in law enforcement for all concerned parties, and in modifying and amending Thai law.

The findings show that environmental management in clinics with regard to wastewater
treatment is not suitable and is unfair to all concerned, and those affected by clinic entrepreneurs.
The provision with regard to environmental management is too broad and vague, without specific

principles. For example, the Act on National Promotion and Preservation of Environment, B.E.



2535, is used to deal with environmental management. Therefore, this act is the fundamental law
for dealing with environmental management in the Clinic Act. Moreover, no responsible agency
or personnel are assigned to look after these matters.

It is suggested that Clinic Act should be modified and further amended with regard to
the environmental management concerning wastewater treatment in hospitals, by taking into
consideration the relevant environmental laws and measures from foreign laws. Environmental
specialists in wastewater treatment should be members of the amendment committee. The
substance of the law should be specifically defined to deal with environmental management
related to water in order to eliminate redundancy among responsible agencies, and increase the

number of officials assigned to perform the duty.



