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ABSTRACT

There are three main purposes of the study of Domestic violence offence and
the compound according to the Penal Code: the offence of indecent under section 278
(occurred in public) and the offence against liberty under section 310 bis. First is to
consider whether the meaning of “domestic violence” and “family member” under
section 2 of the Penal Code is clear, certain and unambiguous or not. Next, is to study
if the family member is overprotected or not by extending the meaning of “family
member” to cover the persons who live mutually in the same household. Finally is to
study if domestic violence had been committed and is liable to either the offence of
indecent under section 278 (occurred in public) or the offence against liberty under
section 310 bis, whether those offence should be considered as compoundable
offences under a part of section 4 paragraph two of Domestic Violence Victim
Protection Act, B.E. 2550 as “If domestic violence had been committed and is liable to
the offence against bodily harm under section 295 of the Penal Code, such offence is

considered as compoundable offence.”

This research found that the definitions of “domestic violence” and “family
member” of this Act is not unclear, uncertain and ambiguous because they were

legislated broadly so that it needs the interpretation according to the principle of



interpretation of law. Nevertheless, the definition of “family member” in such Act is too

much extensive. The suggestions from researcher could be summarized as follows:

1. The definition of “family member” should be amended as follow:

“Family member” means a spouse or ex-spouse, a person who cohabits or was
used to cohabit as husband and wife without marriage registration, legitimate child,
adopted child and member of family including person who lives mutually in the same

household liked relative or member of the family.

2. Domestic Violence Victim Protection Act, B.E. 2550 should be amended by adding
the clause “the offence of indecent under section 278 (occurred in public) and the
offence against liberty under section 310 bis of the Penal Code shall be compoundable

offence” like the offence against bodily harm under section 295 of the Penal Code.

Keyword 4 Domestic Violence
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