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ABSTRACT

Section 4 of the Municipality Act of 1953 provided that there should not be the use of
the Local Government Act with regard to appointment of sub-district headman and village
headman and provided that sub-district headman and village headman should be out of specific
positions and duty in city municipality area, within one year from the day there is notification of
Ministry of Interior, to upgrade any local area to be city municipality. This caused problem that
there were no governing officers for performing duty under the Local Government Act of 1914;
so it is as if the Local Government Act of 1914 was cancelled automatically. It caused keeping of
peace in villages, providing of fairness, relieving of suffering, maintaining of people’s happiness
to lack efficiency, causing social problems, for example, problems of attacking life and properties
of people in villages/communities, spreading of drug; people in villages/communities do not have
mediators for coordinating or facilitating in contacting or receiving service from government
agencies, government working units or local governing organizations; there is no citizen meeting
to explain about law or regulations of the government. When there is no appointment of sub-
district headman and village headman, there is no village committee for performing duty of
compromising of dispute in villages. When there is problem of dispute in village/community,

there is no dispute compromising committee to settle the problems in village/community; causing
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to have more cases filed to the courts and budget of litigants and government is lost. When there
is exemption and there is no appointment of sub-district headman and village headman in city
municipality, it causes the country administration, especially government work in regional level,
province, or district, to lack efficiency; as sub-district headman and village headman helped
district chief to bring policy and instruction of prime minister, resolution of the cabinet,
ministries, bureaus, departments to perform for successful achievement in every sub-district and
every village.

From the study it was found that sub-district headman and village headman had power
and duty which were emphasized on keeping of peace, facilitating fairness to citizens,
compromising of disputes, being mediators for coordination between citizens and government
agencies. City municipality had power and duty emphasizing arrangement of public service,
maintenance of land and water way, arrangement of electricity, water supply, public utilities,
public service; so it did not overlap with the power and duty of sub-district headman and village
headman.

From the study, the researcher considered that in governing and keeping of peace in a
sub-district or in a village, the government had necessity to use sub-district headman and village
headman as assistants to government officers as usual. For example, prevention and suppression
of drug, being source of news to the government. As sub-district headman and village headman
are people living in the area and live nearer to citizens than the government, having information
about needs and wants of people, it is necessary for amending law in order to appoint sub-district
headman and village headman in every village as usual, even though there was upgrade of local

area to be city municipality or large city municipality.



