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ABSTRACT

The state of society and economy of this world nowadays, is all relevant to the
importance of innovations and inventions which humans have created for accommodation and
interest in various aspects regardless of whether it is for entertainment, education support or
labor-saving and time saving in humans’ works. Such innovations and inventions are part of
driving force of society and economy. Moreover, the works with such innovations and inventions
will gain more products or can even supplement the quality and value of such works significantly.

These traits can be seen throughout humans’ history, such as the creation of clothing
from leaves or leathers, the creation of earthenware to help with the consumption. These things
were created from humans’ intelligence for accommodation and to help humans with the daily
chores. But with passing of time and improvement of humans’ intelligence in every generations,
the innovations and inventions have become much more than for accommodation and for usage in
daily life, they become more entertainment-oriented and also for the purpose of passing on the

knowledge, such as the creation of alphabets, the narration of community’s history through the



v

creation of music or the play. And when humans’ society have developed further into
commercial-driven society, the innovations and inventions have become valuable themselves in
terms of society and economics, no matter the type of products like, weaponries, vehicles or even
entertainment medias. But it is certain that each individual human does not possess the same level
of intelligence, therefore even with the same type of product, the quality and worthiness may
differ. Such quality and worthiness are the value from the intelligence of such creator and it is
also the things to differentiate the same type of products from each other. Not only that, it can
present itself as uniqueness of that community whatever the category be it the literatures,
agriculture, traditions, music and entertainment, artistic works or food and nutrition.

With the value in the aspect of economy and society of these products, the legal
procedure then has developed to protect the due interest of the owner of such ideas or creators.
The reason is that should the plagiarism be done easily, it may damage the economics because the
people would then refuse to create anything into society in the fear of plagiarism. However, the
principles of the protection of ideas or which is called intellectual property in today’s terms
depend on the creation of something or depend on the registration in order to receive the
protection for one’s intellectual property. These principles can be deemed the hindrance and
objection to the protection of traditional wisdom of each community. Because normally, subject
to the definition from the Department of Intellectual Property Thailand, be it the traditional
knowledge, traditional cultural expression and the genetic resource, they are the knowledge
passed on within the community for long period of time and through generations to generations.
Therefore, it is a challenge to determine creator of such work. Moreover, the protection of
intellectual property relies heavily on the protection of individual, so it cannot be fully or
appropriately applied to the protection of traditional wisdom. Therefore, the layout of policies for

the effective protection is necessary.



