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ABSTRACT

In this thesis, the researcher had studied the causes of homelessness, focusing on the
analysis of governmental measures for helping and protecting the homelessness. By mean of juristic
method, the governmental enacted The Vagrant Protection Act B.E. 2557, which is required by the
constitution and public law to help and assist the homelessness through the Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security to support the Department of Local Administration, Public Benefit
Organization, community welfare organization, nongovernment organizations, religious institution or
a group of the homeless association. These organizations would help and offer assistance to the
homeless or would help administering and take part in a homeless proctection center. The topic
“homeless” were studied and compared, in terms of notions and theories and principles, with Thai and
international sources.

The results of the analysis of notions, theories, and principles related to the homeless law
suggest that the meaning of the homelessness in the Vagrant Protection Act B.E. 2557 is not explicitly
defined. Its definition does not cover some group of people such as physical and mental patients and
beggars. These people are always abandoned. As a result, they cannot help themselves, this situation

often happens in the inequality society. The results of this study also reveal that there are many types
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of the organizations for protecting homelessness. Consequently, the government cannot set standard
on protecting and helping the homelessness for these organizations to implement assistance in the
same direction. Furthermore, the results of research indicate that government’s application of criminal
sanctions in setting compulsive conditions  for the homelessness to willingly behave and follow the
laws. In this situation, it could violate people’s right and freedom which is legislated by the
constitution that the government must help and assist the elderly, pauper, disabled, and disadvantaged
ones, so that they can have a good quality life and can live by themselves. Law does not provide
authority for the government to limit or violate the people’s right and freedom. They should be willing
to receive assistance and support from the government.

To solve problems mentioned previously, the researcher proposes that the definition of
homelessness should additionally cover the physical and mental patients, and beggars including the
roaming homeless in public area. As a result, regardless of the status of people who are in difficulty,
they would be under the protection of the Vagrant protection Act B.E. 2557.In addition, any
organizations regarding to the homelessness must be certified by the Law on Social Welfare.
Consequently, all such organizations would receive support from the government in the same standard
and the government can thoroughly monitor them and also the homelessness’s self- reliance. Lastly,
the research propose that the Vagrant protection Act B.E. 2557 should voluntarily provide opportunity
for homelessness or vagrants who are willing to receive help in living, education, and job training so
that the homelessness or the vagrants will be able to find a job for earning their own living and their

family as well. Hence, they will not regress to the homeless status again.



