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ABSTRACT

This thematic is aimed at studying problems relating to people’s participation on police
officer’s duty on preventing crime. This paper presents the idea of whether Thai law should be
amended to provide opportunity to people in local area and community to participate in police’s
mission in preventing crime, and how should it be amended, in order to support the mission to
become more efficient.

The study shows that the Royal Thai Police Act B.E. 2547 (2004), that is being enforced
nowadays, provides no provision grant power to the Royal Thai Police Office to support and
encourage people in local area and community to participate in police’s operation on preventing
crime. The section 7 merely provides that only local administration sector and private sector can
participate in such operation with police officer. It does not say anything about participating by
people. This means there is no law provision legitimates such crime preventing participation by
volunteering people in community or local area. Therefore, the legal status of volunteering polices
(people) is not an officer, but just regular civilian. They do not have much authority to enforce the
law. They cannot detain, search, or arrest any suspect. This makes those volunteering people

cannot work efficiently.



v

In this study, the author offering the amending of sector 7 of the Royal Thai Police Act
B.E. 2547 (2004). The act should grant some authority to people in local area and community,
other than just private sector and local administrative sector, to participate directly in police’s
operation on preventing crime. This will make those people can work lawfully and efficiently with
police officer. Therefore, they can have power to detain, search, or arrest a suspect. Eventually,

such amending will make Thai crime preventing become more efficient.



