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ABSTRACT

This minor thesis intends to study authorities of probation officers pursuant to Probation
Act B.E. 2559 by compare to authorities of probation officers in the United States of America (USA)
and Japan concerning on the arrest of probation condition violators, criteria in the USA concerning
on carrying firearms, searching, and seizing illegal articles. The purpose of the study is to help
probation officers effectively enforce Probation Act B.E. 2559.

From the study, it is found that Probation Act B.E. 2559 has no provision authorising
probation officers to arrest probation condition violators. Moreover, probation officers have no
authority to carry firearm during performing their duties, search, and seize prohibited articles. These
lead to the lack of law enforcement, and the law bears no value in reality. Moreover, lack of
cooperation of probationers may occur as they have no fear to the punishment. Contrastingly,
probation officers in Japan are authorised to arrest probation condition violators according to the
warrant from the court, and probation officers in several states in the USA are authorised to arrest

without warrant. Moreover, they are empowered to search with or without warrant from the court



v

because this is regarded as performing their duties as prescribed. Furthermore, they can also seize
articles where possession is prohibited by the probation condition.

As a result, it is recommended that certain provisions shall be added to the Probation Act
B.E. 2559 - authorising probation officers to arrest probation condition violators according to the
court warrant, search and seize illegal articles according to search warrant, as well as carry firearm
in case where performing duties in risky situation and during the arrest. By performing these duties,
probation officers shall be trained in advance. Moreover, rules and regulations about the criteria in
such issues shall also be made in order to help probation officers appropriately enforce the law to
probation condition violators according to changeable social context and circumstances. These will

serve the spirit of the law and root the more effective enforcement of the Probation Act B.E. 2559.



