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" Commentary article 33. 1. Article 33 must be read in connexion with article 4, paragraph(c) requiring
Parties, subject to the exceptions expressly permitted by the Single Convention, to limit exclusively to
medical and scientific purposes the possession of drugs. It has therefore been stated in the comment
on that paragraph that apart from these exceptions, Parties may not authorize the possession of drugs
for other purposes.

2.1t may be repeated here that some Governments consider that they are not required to punish the
unauthorized possession of drugs by addicts for their personal use, because the word "possession" as
used in article 36, paragraph 1, cover only possession for distribution, and is not meant to include

possession for personal use; but even if this view is not accepted, there cannot be any doubt that
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Parties need not consider unauthorized possession of drugs for personal use to be a "serious" offence

within the meaning of article 36, paragraph 1, liable to punishment by imprisonment or other penalties

such as fines or even censure.
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