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ABSTRACT

This Thesis is focused on the study of the legal measures related to the temple
committees pursuant to the Sangha Act 1962. In the study found the appointment of the temple
trustees in the form of a committee in accordance with the ministerial regulation No. 2 (1968)
issued by virtue of Sangha Act 1962, designated the temples as legal entities with the abbot as the
representative of the temples pursuant to Sections 31 and 37 (1). It has designated the abbots to
have the duty of maintaining the temple, arranging the business and religious property in orderly.
The management of the religious property of the temple by designating the administration of both
real estate and personal property with the abbot appoints the temple trustee members. In practice
the abbot may appoint a temple trustee in the form of the temple committee as the temple
administrator and participant. In such the appointment comes with the problem on monetary
embezzlement of the temple, or there are benefits in the temple business, including vague
guidelines with the delegated legal duty. Moreover, there are problems on the unsuitable format
of the appointment of the temple committee, designation of property, power/duty, term of office
and criminal offence. Subsequently, the law does not define details, so it has to apply the Civil
and Commercial Code on the Agency with necessary changes. As a result, the abbot can appoint
anyone he deems appropriate to act as the temple committee members. Thus, it is deemed
appropriate to amend such the ministerial regulation with designation of the format of

appointment of the committee members to be transparent on the qualification, power/duty, and
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term of office and criminal accountability for the optimum benefit on the administration of the

Buddhist temples and is consistent with the present temple guidelines.



