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ABSTRACT 

 The purpose of this research is to find out the public participation patterns in criminal 
trial which is appropriate for Thai context.  This is to support public participation in judicial 
authority and to develop judicial system and democracy regime in Thailand. This study uses the 
Qualitative Research Methodology that consists of documentary research and in-depth interview. 
 This study found that the patterns of public participation in the criminal justice are the 
jury, lay judge, and expert witness system.  The appropriate pattern for Criminal Courts in 
Thailand is the lay judge system.  This research drafts the model law on Lay Judge in Criminal 
Cases B. E. … . , consisting of 5 chapters, 20 sections, and transitory provisions, and the significance 
of the provisions comprising of the qualification, acquisition, tenure, authority and duty of the lay 
judge, and appeal to courts of appeal or to the supreme court. 
 The research suggests that the draft of Lay Judge in Criminal Cases   B.E. … should be 
promoted for the cabinet’ s approval and the draft of Lay Judge in Criminal Cases B.E.  . . .  legislation 
procedure respectively and that the judiciary committee of Court of Justice enacts the secondary 
legislation, that is, the judiciary committee regulation on the recruitment criteria and procedure 
for the lay judge position in the criminal cases. Recommendation for further study should be the 
presence of the lay judge in the tax court, the bankruptcy court, the appeals court in special 
provisions, and in the case of class action 


