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THEMATIC TITLE ENFORCEMENT OF A FINE PENALTY IN PETTY CRIMES :
FINE BY DAY AND INCOME
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ABSTRACT

The fine penalty is a type of punishment that the State uses to deter and intimidate the
offenders instead of imprisonment. It is an effective penalty to help reducing the number of prisoners
in prison. However the economy and society of Thailand have changed continuously and society has
developed progressively including the inflation rate. Reconsidering the appropriateness of the fines is
thus necessary to maintain the deterrence effect especially in the case that the offenders have different
financial status. The offender committed the same offense but receive fine penalties in the same rate,
causing inequality among the offender. For this reason, the role of fine penalty and its rate must be
changed through time.

This thematic paper has studied the concepts, theories and guidelines about the fine penalty
in petty crimes of the Thai Criminal Code and other foreign systems of fine by day and income.
By analyzing and comparing with the laws of the United States, Kingdom of Sweden and the Federal
Republic of Germany. The awareness and understanding of the benefits of implementing the system
of fine by day and income in determining fines for petty crimes are essential.

According to this research, it has found that currently, the fine penalty for petty crimes, has

two major problems. Firstly, the fine penalty rate that is currently used cannot prevent the people in



v

the society from committing a crime. Secondly, when the court issues a fine order, the offender who
does not have enough money to pay the fine are detained instead. This consequence does not follow
the intent of the fine penalty. For this reasons, there should be a revision of the punishment method in
the petty crimes of the Thai Criminal Code these by enforcing fines in petty crimes on the system of
fine by day and income. The calculation the fine should base on offender's income and the
seriousness of the offense. This proposed system of fine by day and income take into consideration
factors surrounding the offender including household expenditures. This suggestion will maintain the
balance between economy and fairness for the offender with different income levels and living

expenses.
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