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ABSTRACT

This Independent Study aims to study the problems related to the prevention of cruelty to
animals that are protected by law. The study of the foreign law and Thai law is also introduced. It is
found that in Thailand there was a problem of overlap in accordance with the exemption from
responsibilities for cruelty to animals, as stipulated in the cruelty prevention and welfare of Animals Act,
B.E. 2557 (2014), section 21 (6). However, after some cases analyzing, it is found that there is another
law which is called “Penal codes that have been imposed on animal abuse as well. Therefore, this caused
a problem of overlap of law enforcement.

According to result of study, the researcher found that Section 21 (6) of the cruelty prevention
and welfare of Animals Act, B.E. 2557 (2014), section 21 (6) stipulated that animal cruelty acts in the
event of necessity for the human life protection of life or life of other animals or property is approved by
the law. Due to the fact that the law against animal cruelty is a law established to prohibit any person
from doing anything resulting in animal suffering. The essence of the law against animal abuse explained

in accordance with the kind of animal protected by the law, the action and method of animal abuse and



v

the process of enforcing laws and penalties, imposed in the law against animal abuse. According to this
Act, it does not exist the explicitly criteria to interpret the action, which is an animal abuse prevention.
The researcher desired to add some suggestions on how to amend the law in Thailand. It should
be focused on the cancellation of criminal penalties In the Penal Code Section 3 8 1 relating to animal
abuse without reasonable cause, because such penalties disappeared in the cruelty prevention and welfare
of Animals Act, B.E. 2557 (2014), section 3 1. It also may cause the unclear law enforcement or the
difficult law interpretation to officials in case of offender penalty. With this reason the cruelty prevention
and welfare of Animals Act, B.E. 2557 (2014), section 21 (6) should be enforced without additional

provisions in such matters in the Criminal Code.



