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The Effectiveness of Chinese Camp to Encourage Chinese Speaking Skills of

Students at Primary School in Thailand

Da Li
M.Ed. Innovations in Learning and Teaching, Sripatum University

E-mail:474918149@qq.com

Asst. Prof. Sirinthorn Sinjindawong, Ph.D.
M.Ed. Innovations in Learning and Teaching, Sripatum University

E-mail: sirinthorn.si@spu.ac.th

Abstract

The aim of this study was to find out how the effectiveness of Chinese camp for Chinese learning
encourage of intercultural teaching at Thai primary school, and How is the perspective of primary students in
intercultural teaching of Chinese speaking skills after Chinese camp. The research was a quantitative research;
the participants were primary School grade three students at one of the private primary schools in Thailand. Three
teachers were interviewed for preliminary data collection to design the questionnaire. The data gathered then were
statistically analyzed by using frequency percentage mean and standard deviation and t-test independent.

Results of this research found that significance the effectiveness of Chinese camp for Chinese learning
encourage of intercultural teaching at Thai primary school. The findings how Chinese camp to effective students
Chinese learning achievement. Significantly affected students’ learning achievement. Therefore, the findings

suggested the school consider the curriculum setting and the way to improve Chinese teaching activities.

KEYWORDS : Chinese camp, primary school, learning achievement, intercultural teaching.

Introduction

Chinese is one of important course in many countries’ primary school. Offering Chinese courses at the
stage of compulsory education can improve the overall national quality of Thailand and cultivate talents with
innovative ability and intercultural communicative competence. Learning language is also learning the culture of
target language countries. Therefore, intercultural teaching is an indispensable part of Chinese teaching. Chinese

intercultural teaching can not only improve students’ communicative competence, but also can help students to
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understand the various cultures of Chinese-speaking countries. These are in line with the requirements of New
Chinese Curriculum Standard for Thai primary schools and Junior/Senior Middle schools.

The private primary school where the researcher conduct experiments is located in Bangkok this private
primary school was founded in 1994, It covers an area of 2800 square meters and has over 1,600 students, there
are from year one to year six, and 6 classes in each level. Chinese teaching in Bangkok usually begin at
kindergarten or year 1, based on the textbook, and aims to complete the teaching task, the main content of the
textbook is the text and the words. There are about two hours Chinese lessons per week, and fifty minutes in each
lesson. Chinese teaching time quite few.

Chinese learning is actually a complex process of Chinese knowledge accumulation, skill training and
ability development, mainly through conscious learning. The attention of primary school students is not easy to
be concentrated for a long time, so we should create the conditions for learning and fully mobilize students to
carry out unconscious learning so as to reduce their learning burden. Chinese camp can put more complicated

teaching content in relaxed play, so that the primary school students can unknowingly active study.

Research Questions

The research question of this study is as follows:

1. How is the effectiveness of Chinese camp for Chinese speaking skills encourage of intercultural
teaching at Thai primary school?

2. How is different the Chinese speaking per test and post-test of primary school students after Chinese
camp?

3. How is the perspective of primary students in intercultural teaching of Chinese speaking skills after

Chinese camp?

Research Objectives

The purposes of this study are as follows:

1. To study the effectiveness of Chinese camp for Chinese speaking skills encouragement of
intercultural teaching at a Thai primary school.

2. To compare the Chinese speaking pretest and post-test of primary school students after using Chinese
camp in intercultural teaching.

3. To find out the perspective of primary students in intercultural teaching of Chinese speaking skills

after using Chinese camp.
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Literature Review

One of the theories that are related to the student’s learning development is constructivism. The Swiss
philosopher and psychologist, Jean Piaget, was the first proposed constructivism. The school he founded was
called Piaget School or Geneva School; it is the most influential school in the field of cognitive development.
Piaget (1972) conducted a systematic and in-depth study on children's psychology from the perspective of the
occurrence and development of cognition, he proposed that cognition is an active construction based on the
existing knowledge and experience of the subject; this is also the core of the constructivism, he pointed out that
children interact with their surroundings and gradually build up their knowledge of the outside world, so as to
develop their own cognitive structure (Wui, 2006).

The basic point of constructivism is that learners understand and give meaning to their external world
based on their own experience, in other words, constructivism emphasizes that learners should actively construct
knowledge in the process of cognition, create a situation that is related to knowledge and presents the connection
between new and old knowledge. Constructivism advocates the student-centered teaching process; it is believed
that students should play an active role in the learning process; we should actively build our own knowledge
system and realize the construction of knowledge through teaching situations and cooperation. In a sense, these
provide a new teaching concept and thought for primary school Chinese teaching (Chen, 2014).

The “Play Theory” which is also called “The Cognitive Developmental Game Theory”. The “Play
Theory” has closely contact with or a part of Piaget’s cognitive developmental theory. Piaget thought the game
not only reflects the developing level but promotes the development of children’s acquaintance. He asserts one
can study only when adapting. The adapting needs two unchanging processes. One is the assimilation, a process
of accepting or imbibing the new information in the reality; the accommodation is the other process, which means
to modify existence the structure of acquaintance in order to account for the new event (Ni, 2013)

The affective filter hypothesis holds that emotional factors directly influence second language
acquisition. The affective filter hypothesis embodies Krashen’s view that plenty of “affective variables” play a
facilitative but non-causal role in the second language acquisition. These variables contain (1) Motivation.
Learners with high motivation will acquire more language; (2) Self-confidence. The self-confident learners tend
to do better; (3) Anxiety. In terms of acquiring second language, the learners who are of low personal anxiety

may do more .

Research Methodology

This study is an experimental design, as it is a type of quantitative research. The aim of the researcher
is to encourage primary school students speaking skills in intercultural teaching through educational game of
Chinese camp, from quantitative data to find out the different achievement of speaking. The study aims to find

out the results between students in educational games teaching group, and the students in a traditional teaching
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group, and after the encouragement, to find out whether the students will be satisfied with the educational games
of Chinese camp in their Chinese speaking skills. In this research, two sample classes from the public primary
school of grade 3. In those two classes, one is an experimental group, and another one is a control group. The
research is planned to complete in the academic year 2019.

The experimental group uses the educational games in intercultural Chinese teaching, and the control
group uses the traditional method of Chinese teaching. The teaching contents in the two groups are the same but
different in teaching method.

The test results will be analyzed by using SPSS program. The 80 sample students from one of private
primary school in Thailand, the eighty samples are purposive selected from 2 classes which students have similar
ability, and each class has 40 students. In those two classes, one performs as an experiment group, and another
one is a control group. Data collection is conducted from the 1% to 30" August during the second semester of
academic year 2019; the general method used is to conduct a one-month experiment on two classes. Both classes
are held in the form of two classes a week for forty minutes each and both classes are taught by the same teacher,

and the teaching materials are the students' textbooks.

Data Analysis

This research was used quantitative method. The first analysis was the test scores analysis of Pretest
and Posttest of the grade 3 students in the experimental and control groups in an Thai primary school in Chinese
speaking skills encouragement. The mean scores (X), standard deviation (SD), Mean difference (MD), t-value,
p-value of pretest and posttest were computed with both experimental and control groups. In addition, the Average

Growth Percentage (AGP) of four Chinese language skills (Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing).

Results

The Results of this research show 3 parts that

1. The effectiveness of Chinese camp for Chinese speaking skills encouragement of intercultural
teaching at a Thai primary school.

number of 2 classes students of grade 3.The experimental group was taught by Chinese camp and the
control group was taught by traditional teaching to encourage Chinese speaking skills. Both of the experimental
and the control group students were in the age of 8 to 10 years old.

2. The Analysis of Pretest and Posttest Scores Chinese speaking of primary school students after
using Chinese camp in intercultural teaching

The pretest and posttest mean scores of grade 3 students of the experimental compared to the control
groups on the application of Chinese camp in Chinese speaking skills encouragement in an private primary school

of Thailand. The number of the students in both of the experimental group and control group . The analysis was
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done by using SPSS to get mean scores (X), standard deviation (SD), mean difference (MD), t-value, p-value.
The pretest and posttest scores were compared in mean scores (X), standard deviation (SD), mean difference

(MD), p-value.

A Comparison of Posttest Scores of the Experimental and Control Groups
Table 1 Mean Scores (X), Standard Deviation (SD), Mean Difference (MD), t-value and p-value of Posttest

Scores of the Experimental and Control Groups

Groups X SD MD t-value p-value
Experimental Group 88.68 10.100
4.500 6.047 0.000
Control Group 75.65 14.326

Table 2 shows the mean scores of the students in the experimental group was 88.68 with standard
deviation of 10.100 (X= 88.68, SD = 10.100); whereas the mean scores of the students in the control group was
84.18 with the standard deviation of 14.326 (X=84.18, SD = 14.326). The mean difference between the two groups
was 4.500 (MD = 4.500). The t-value was 6.047 with the p-value was 0.00 (p < 0.05). Therefore, it can be
concluded that the mean scores of the posttest of the experimental group was higher than the mean scores of the

posttest of the control group. The following .

A Comparison of the Pretest to Posttest of the Control Groups
Table 3 Mean Scores (X), Standard Deviation (SD), t-value and p-value of Pretest and Posttest Scores of

Control Group (Paired t-test)

Achievement X SD t-value p-value
Pretest 78.10 0.000
-37.162 0.020
Postttest 84.18 14.326

Table 3 shows the mean scores of students in the control group’s pretest was 78.10 ; whereas the mean
for the posttest was 84.18 with standard deviation of 14.326 (X = 84.18, SD = 14.326). The t-value was -37.162
with the p-value was 0.02 (p < 0.05). It shows students improved their Chinese speaking skills through using the

traditional teaching approach is a little slower than the experimental group. The following
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1. The perspective of primary students in intercultural teaching of Chinese speaking skills after

using Chinese camp.

Table 4 Analysis Growth Percentage (GP) of Chinese speaking Skills of the Experimental Group and control

Group
Scores Scores
ID GP ID GP
pre-test posttest pre-test pre-test

1 89 100 0.12 21 86 93 0.08
2 78 89 0.14 22 88 92 0.09
3 68 90 0.32 23 76 92 0.21
4 83 99 0.19 24 65 90 0.38
5 78 99 0.26 25 80 86 0.07
6 87 99 0.13 26 66 86 0.30
7 90 98 0.08 27 89 86 -0.03
8 78 98 0.25 28 76 84 0.11
9 88 98 0.11 29 90 80 -0.11
10 90 97 0.07 30 89 79 -0.11
11 97 97 0.00 31 60 79 0.31
12 80 97 0.21 32 56 79 0.41
13 76 96 0.26 33 89 77 -0.13
14 77 96 0.25 34 56 76 0.35
15 83 95 0.14 35 65 76 0.17
16 77 95 0.23 36 65 72 0.10
17 64 95 0.48 37 75 71 -0.05
18 66 94 0.42 38 87 70 -0.19
19 80 94 0.17 39 55 70 0.27
20 79 94 0.20 40 45 70 0.55

According to growth percentage formula as below:

posttes - pretest
Growth Percentage = —————— X 100%
pretest

From the growth percentage may find out the Chinese camp was effectiveness for learning Chinese.
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Conclusion And Discussion

The development of Chinese camp play and learn them is in accordance with children’s cognitive
development. Because cognitive development of a child happens through these stages. The first stage of cognitive
development, which is known as Sensor Motor stage, is from birth to at the age of two. At this stage, children are
only conscious of the direct things which are in front of them, thus the saying “out of sight, out of mind”. The
second stage is called Preoperational stage appears at two until at the age of seven. Children use pretending play
to understand the world around them. At the preoperational stage, children begin to use language to communicate,
so it is the language developing stage. The third stage is Concrete Operational stage, which begins at seven and
continues to eleven years old, children at this stage begins to use logical reasoning to understand concrete,
observable objects and events. The fourth and last stage of cognitive development is Formal Operational stage,
appearing from twelve to about fourteen or fifteen years old. Children develop the ability to reason with abstract
information and they can think over problems that are focused on matters other than themselves.

Basic on the point this research found that students may interesting in Chinese camp student; Chinese
camp study it not only for study to play game on the ground or the time to share opinion, it also prepares a Chinese
language environment for them. As the reason, “affective variables” play a facilitative but non-causal role in the
second language acquisition. For example, Motivation. Learners with high motivation will acquire more
language; Self-confidence. The self-confident learners tend to do better; Anxiety. In terms of acquiring second

language, the learners who are of low personal anxiety may do more.

Discussion

In this research, two sample classes from the private primary school of grade 3. In those two classes,
one is an experimental group, and another one is a control group. The research result for experimental group is
better than control group, maybe Chinese camp is the new method for students to learning Chinese, it is the step
to improve students learning activities, they may in terms of acquiring second language, the learners who are of
low personal anxiety may do more. The may feel relaxes.

The experimental group uses the educational games in intercultural Chinese teaching, and the control
group uses the traditional method of Chinese teaching. The teaching contents in the two groups are the same but
different in teaching method, from different teaching method showed that teacher teaching method is other
variance may effective on students learning achievement.

This study is relatively short, and the observation is not comprehensive enough, recommendations for

further researcher adopt Chinese music and speech games to observation students learning achievement.
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