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Framework Law for the Protection of the Rights of Nature or the Rights of Mother Earth

Section 1
Introduction
1. Preamble

The following content is based on the guiding principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations,
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, World Charter for Nature and Universal Declaration of

the Rights of Mother Earth.
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This framework law affirms the universality, connectivity and interrelation between the human
rights and the rights of Nature. It insists that every single human being has right to a healthy
environment. However, such right can only be secured when the rights of Nature or Mother Earth

are recognized and protected.

This framework law affirms that climate change is caused by human activity, to the extent that the
capacity of the ecosystems to buffer its impacts is being overwhelmed. The occurrence does not only
affect the human right to healthy environment but also impact the entire natural world. According to the
scientific data, climate change not only puts the living systems and bio-diversity of the natural world at
stake, but also threatens the survival of the planet Earth itself. Scientists admitted that our technology

and science ultimately cannot conquer Nature.

This framework law affirms that, anthropocentric legal paradigm--which regards human as separate
from and superior to Nature, and in which Nature is simply an object of right- - has defined human
and Nature relationship in a way that does not accord with the course of the living systems and
natural law. Consequently, as law is an instrument for social engineering, anthropocentric legal
paradigm has inevitably created a sociocultural system that abuses Nature. Thus, this paradigm is

far from effectiveness in the protection of the Nature, Mother Earth, or the ecosystems.

This framework law, therefore, proposes the eco-centric legal paradigm, grounded on the legal
worldview, ethic and philosophy in which human being is a mere member of the earth ecosystem.
This paradigm recognizes the intrinsic value of Nature and its inalienable right that is to be protected

by the law.

Section 2

Rights of Nature or Mother Earth

1. Title of the framework law

“Framework Law for the Protection of the Rights of Nature or the Rights of Mother Earth”
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2. Definition

Nature or Mother Earth refers to the nature, ecosystems or natural environment, including

all beings and components of the Nature, Mother Earth or the earth ecosystem.
3. Legal recognition of Nature or Mother Earth

Nature or Mother Earth is a legal person and has legal standing. Nature is the subject or

bearer of rights that is to be protected according to this framework law.
4. Nature of rights and protection

The rights of Nature or Mother Earth are inherent, inalienable and species- specific, type-

specific or life cycle-specific. These are to be protected according to this framework law.

5. Scope of rights:

Nature or Mother Earth is entitled to all the rights as follows;

(1) Right to life and to exist;

(2) Right to be respected;

(3) Right to regenerate and to continue its vital cycles and processes free from human
disruptions;

(4) Right to maintain its identity and integrity;

(5) Right to water as a source of life;

(6) Right to clean air;

(7) Right to integral health;

(8) Right to be free from contamination, pollution and toxic or radioactive waste;

(9) Right to not have its genetic structure modified or disrupted in a manner that threatens
its integrity or genetic functioning of Nature or Mother Earth;

(10) Right to full and prompt restoration for violation of the rights recognized in this framework
law caused by human activities;

(11) Each being, of which the Nature or Mother Earth is composed, has the right to a place

and to play its role in Mother Earth for its harmonious functioning.
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(12) Every being has the right to wellbeing and to live free from violation of rights or cruel

treatment by human beings.
6. Legal representatives

Every Thai citizen, any person, collective person, community, environmental organization,
environmental related public prosecutor, and environmental related division of the Lawyers
Council are eligible to be a legal representative of the Nature or Mother Earth--in order to protect,

maintain, restore and sustain the equilibrium of the Nature or Mother Earth.
7. State’s obligations to the Nature or Mother Earth

The government has the following duties:

(1) Recognize the rights of Nature or Mother Earth set forth in this framework law;

(2) Recognize and ensure the implementation and enforcement of the rights of Nature or
Mother Earth set forth in this framework law;

(3) Promote public participation, information acknowledgement and access to justice
system. This shall lead to the enactment and enforcement of laws that promote life in harmony with
the Nature or Mother Earth economically, socially and environmentally, based on this framework
law.

(4) Enact laws, based on the intent of this framework law, to ensure the respect and
protection of the rights of Nature, Mother Earth or ecosystems- - guaranteeing the restoration and
compensation for damages to the Nature and ensuring legal liability of those who violate its rights.

(5) Guarantee that the damages caused by human violations of the inherent rights of Nature
or Mother Earth are rectified and that those responsible are held accountable for restoring the
integrity of Mother Earth;

(6) Establish precautionary and restrictive measures to prevent human activities from
causing species extinction, the destruction or the disruption of the life ensuring systems of Mother
Earth.

(7) Promote and support practices of respect for Nature or Mother Earth, including its
components and all beings, in accordance with their own cultures, traditions, customs and local

wisdom.
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(8) Promote economic and social systems that are in harmony and balance with Nature or
Mother Earth and ensure that the economic and social activities are in accordance with the rights
recognized in this framework law.

(9) Promote, support and issue legal, economic and social measures to raise awareness of
all sectors on the intrinsic value of Nature, so as to cultivate “ecological ethic” in the societies. This
will ultimately lead to the change in socio and legal culture, so that the value and standing of Nature,
Mother Earth or ecosystems are recognized- - especially through the recognition of and respect for
the rights of Nature, Mother Earth or ecosystems.

(10) Promote and support learning and research on law, ecology, environmental science,
environmental technology, environmental economy and all other related fields, in order to develop
balanced forms of human activities that are in harmony with the course of Nature, Mother Earth or
ecosystems.

(11) Develop economic, social and environmental policies that are compatible and in
harmony with the course of Nature, Mother Earth or ecosystems--as the sustainable way to develop
the world.

(12) Enter into pacts with authorized agencies or civil-society organizations set up to carry

out measures to conserve and protect the Nature or Mother Earth.

Apart from that, the state has to commit to execute its legal activities, policies as well as
rules and regulations to achieve a paradigm shift--to uphold a new paradigm called, “eco- centric

legal paradigm.”

8. Obligation of human being to Nature or Mother Earth

All Thai citizens and everyone in Thailand are responsible for the followings;

(1) Protect the rights of Nature or Mother Earth;

(2) Support and respect the rights of Nature or Mother Earth;

(3) Promote interrelated, balanced, harmonious and interdependent co-existence of human

and other beings in the Nature or Mother Earth.
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(4) Actively participate, individually and collectively--as community, organization, civil
sector--in integrating ancestral wisdom, local wisdom, environmental science, ecology, economics,
social science, culture, politics and law to promote holistic development for living well based on
the sufficiency economy philosophy, in order to achieve life in harmony with the Nature or Mother
Earth.

(5) Agree to take holistic development for living well based on sufficiency economy philosophy
for development to ensure the continuity and sustainability of the societies, communities, cultures,
economics, ecosystems and bio-diversity--in balanced and harmony with Nature and Mother Earth.

(6) Accept the production and consumption patterns and forms of activities, which while affecting
the living systems, bio-diversity and components of the Nature or Mother Earth, taking into account
the balanced, harmonious and interdependent co-existence of human and all other beings in Nature
or Mother Earth, and safeguard the restoration and regeneration of the components and living
systems of which the Nature or Mother Earth is composed.

(7) Accept and observe accountable usage patterns of the components of Nature or Mother
Earth that come with legal liability for and will not cause destructive damages to the living systems,
bio-diversity and components of the Nature or Mother Earth.

(8) Report any potential violation of the rights of Nature or Mother Earth, and of all its

living systems and components.
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