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ABSTRACT

The objective of this Thesis is to study “Problems Concerning Animal Protection under
Cruelty Prevention and Welfare of Animal Act B.E. 2557” by focusing on the study of Cruelty
Prevention and Welfare of Animal Act B.E. 2557 and Criminal Code in comparison with
legislative laws of foreign countries such as United States of America, Commonwealth of Australia,
Malaysia, and Republic of Singapore.

From the study, it is found that animal protection in accordance with the animal welfare
principles still have loopholes in the definition of “Animal Cruelty” or the definition of protected
animals, the legislated punishment and its degrees. Additionally, the legislation prohibiting any
person to perform the cruelty against animals, as legislated in Section 381 and 382 Petty Offences
Part of Criminal Code, also lack of sufficient clarity and inclusion, for example, the definition of
animal protected under such law is not clearly given. After considering the legislated degrees of
punishment concerning animal protection of foreign countries, it is found that their laws are
clearly and inclusively legislated to prevent and protect any occurred animal cruelty by specifying
the types of protected animals, variously and inclusively specifying the kinds and manners of acts
considered as committing animal cruelty offence such as to harm animals without reasonable
cause, to unnecessary slay animals, and also to neglect or ignore animals, providing appropriate

sentence degrees on both imprisonment and fine for the animal cruelty offence, and variously and
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inclusively specifying additional measures to be applied in parallel with criminal sentencing. The
appropriately-specified additional measures will give the court with more tools and protocols to
be appropriately applied to the cases.

Therefore, some parts of the laws concerning animal protection of Thailand should be
improved especially for the parts concerning the definition of the acts considered as animal

cruelty and the law enforcement where other legal measures apart from criminal punishment

should be applied like foreign countries do.



