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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study prostitution problems and legal measures about prostitution in
Thailand under the concept and theory of criminal laws and other principles as well as to compare
legal measures about prostitution of foreign countries and Thailand along with international law
pertaining to prostitution. This is to obtain a guideline of developing, amending and improving
Prostitution Prevention and Suppression Act B.E. 2539, which will result in more effective
enactment of laws and resolution of prostitution problems.

According to the study on the first issue, the result shows that, in context of
international law, problems of prostitution are connected with human trafficking of criminal
group in manner of transnational criminal organization. This law emphasizes member countries to
stipulate any actions against any persons related to human trafficking and taking advantages from
child and woman prostitution which is criminal offence according to Convention on Human
Trafficking and Prostitution Suppression (1949), the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime (2000) and Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
in Persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organization Crime Year 2000. The second issue is that although
Prostitution Prevention and Suppression Act B.E. 2539 regulates criminal offence and

punishment for prostitution case, the penalty is weak and disproportionate in terms of severity of
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the offence leading to failure to prevent, threaten and suppress prostitution effectively. In
addition, legal measures about protection and occupational development focus on protection of
only child prostitutes with age not over 18 years but those who are aged more than 18 years are
required to submit a request for being considered eligible for protection and occupational
development, so this cannot prevent voluntary recidivism of prostitutes. The third issue is that
criminal penalty in case of prostitutes according to Prostitution Prevention, Suppression Act B.E.
2539 may not bring about true achievement of social protection under criminal laws, and there
needs to be special measures for prostitutes who are carrier of sexually transmitted diseases or
prostitutes who voluntarily repeat offence.

According to the findings, criminal offence and penalty stipulation against prostitutes in
Thailand is disproportionate in terms of the severity of the offender and there are no inclusive or
special measures for social protection mission under criminal laws. Thus, the researcher
recommends that penalty against prostitutes be more severe in case of voluntary prostitutes
especially fining to be in line with penalty stipulation under Criminal Code and to be in
accordance with principles of comparing cases specified in Criminal Procedure Code Section 37
and 38. Furthermore, there should be special measures such as training and education,
occupational promotion, medical check-up for sexually transmitted diseases and registration of

prostitution record especially in Prostitution Prevention and Suppression Act B.E. 2539.



