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 Public space is one of the crucial elements of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In the past, and 

within the context of �ailand, the creation of public space for the urban population has met with numerous limitations. �e state, 

as the provider, o�en associates the provision of public space with state-owned lands, causing major di�culties in the development 

of public space. �is essay is written to re�ect the process in which public spaces are created through the use of four di�erent case 

studies, each exemplifying the creative processes behind quality public spaces. �ese processes enable the development of e�cient 

functionality and the formation of public space programs, changing two aspects of how a public space is typically viewed: 1) from 

in�exible to a more �uid public space, and 2) from determining the results of the space’s usability to focusing on the development 

of a quality program achieved through a co-creation process. �e factors that contribute to the creation of a quality public space 

encompass: 1) resolution at the policy making stage / organizational level, 2) the acquisition of land to be developed into a public 

space, 3) activities highlighting the importance of participatory and brainstorming processes, 4) an inclusive process devised for 

the development of quality public space, and 5) the creation of public space management mechanisms. 

and well-being. �is research reveals empirical results that re�ect  

the bene�cial e�ects of quality public space on human health 

and well-being, ranging from 1) physical health (direct results, 

e.g., exercise), 2) mental health and quality of life (e.g., positive 

interactions between members of a community taking place 

within a loosely constructed small social system), 3) social and 

economic bene�ts (e.g., increased opportunity for low income 

earners to have equal access to physical activities), and 4) envi-

ronmental bene�ts (e.g., improved balance between natural and 

built environment).

�e �ndings illustrate the tangible bene�ts of quality urban 

public spaces and their signi�cant impacts on the well-being of 

urban inhabitants (Lee and Maheswaran, 2011: 212-222).

 Facilitating the development of public spaces is one of 

the important elements of a good city. Public spaces do not only 

enable a better quality of life for its residents, but they also help 

accommodate the diverse demands of urban living. A good city 

prioritizes the well-being of its inhabitants and works to enhance 

livability. UN-Habitat’s Global Public Space Toolkit (2015) 

outlines the basic principles of quality urban public spaces. �ey 

combine e�cient urban planning with well-designed and man-

aged public spaces under the following principles: 1) a space 

that enhances livability and accommodates a vast array of ac-

tivities, referring to a city’s ability to facilitate diverse public 

activities, encouraging people’s interactions through their use 

of public spaces. 2) Su�cient and adequate provision of public 

spaces that facilitate public transport, encourage walking, par-

ticularly in the inner city areas and commercial districts, in-

cluding the areas where the transit between urban spaces, 

public transport systems, and public facilities takes place 3) a 

space accessed by all, referring to the city’s ability to increase 

the chance for every member of the society, despite di�erent 

economic status, to have equal and free access to public spaces. 

 �e review of 87 published research studies in interna-

tional academic journals between 1990 and 2010 �nds that there 

is a connection between quality public space and human health 

 1) Within the context of �ailand, land ownership is 

one of the major limitations and obstacles that prevents the 

development of public space. However, if public space were to 

be viewed as a �uid space that does not restrict itself to a 

speci�c type of program, being adjustable to the varying na-

tures of human activities and times, the number of public 

spaces could actually be increased (Madanipour,.2018: 1093-

1110). To create a quality urban public space, the emphasis 

should not be put only on the possession and acquisition of 

land, but also on shi�ing roles and attitudes to be based more 

on public interests and the bene�ts in which public space is 

able to o�er. �is could lead to the kind of dialogue that enables 

the tangible birth and development of public spaces.
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 �is article presents the synthesis of the �eldwork      

studies of Tai Yai Vernacular Architecture (Rawiwan Oranrat-

namee and Chaowalit Saicharoent, 2014: Rawiwan Oranrat-

manee, 2015). �e studies focus on vernacular architectures of 

Tai Yai, a large and long-existing ethnic group with an expansive 

area of settlement in upper Southeast Asia, Southern China and 

Northeastern India. �e continuing studies have been conducted 

from 2011 to present with three �eldworks done outside of 

�ailand in Tai Yai’s settlement in India (the area around the 

basin of Brahmaputra river in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh), 

Myanmar (Shan State) and China (Dehong Autonomous        

Prefecture). �e article features some of the lessons acquired 

from the �eldworks carried out in Myanmar and India from the 

rules in orientation, composition, size, and scale including 

structural and construction systems, which can be applied to 

modern architectural design. 

 Presented in this essay, through 4 di�erent case studies, 

are a number of opportunities that enabled the creation of 

public spaces. Each case study was chosen to represent a di�er-

ent type of public space. �e birth of these public spaces is re-

�ected through the varying urban contexts, conditions/elements, 

structures, as well as attitudes, opportunities, co-creation process 

achieved through design and participation of stakeholders, 

including the formulation of a sustainable management system. 

Also presented in this essay are 4 dimensions of change 1) 

driving mechanism 2) steps and process 3) factors for success 

4) limitations/obstacles. A discussion is made using the results 

of well-designed and managed urban public spaces created 

without any support from implemented governmental policies. 

�e details are as follows:

Background: �e Phitsanulok Municipality’s goals and policies 

were initially developed with the determination to improve the 

quality of life of its people. One of the approaches identi�ed to 

lead to the achievement of such improvement was the creation 

of public space. �e municipality put an emphasis on the de-

velopment of riverfront land along the two sides of Nan River 

into a public park, accommodating both recreational areas and 

activities. �e four-kilometer-long public space houses running 

lanes, recreational grounds, aerobic facilities and riverfront

commercial spaces, collectively corresponding with the activi-

ties of di�erent groups of users that vary at di�erent times of 

day.

Driving mechanism: �e municipality served as the key actor. 

Developed from the municipality’s intention, policies were 

implemented to improve the quality of public spaces and people’s 

lives, following the ‘wellness city’ concept. �e mechanism works 

in the form of annual development plans, while the stability of 

local administration enables tangible and consistent develop-

ment of the city’s public spaces to take place.

Steps and process: Designed by the municipality’s in-house 

architect using the welfare approach, the process requires the 

municipality to study and develop the design and program. 

�e process highlights the role of professional experts as the 

key contributor rather than adopting the participatory process.

Factors for success: �e determination and visions expressed 

through the formulated and implemented policies were to 

bring better quality of life through the improved quality of the 

urban environment, the stability of the municipal administra-

tion, and the ability to deliver e�cient management.

Limitations/Obstacles: �e municipality’s increased �nancial 

burdens as a result of the growing number of public spaces.

Policy loopholes: �e inability to develop a long-term and 

collective plan for the physical condition of the public park 

due to the limitations of land acquisition

Image 1: Meeting with the executive officers of Phitsanu-
lok Municipality and the city’s public space facilities. 

Source: Author
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Background: Saen Suk Municipality implemented a policy 

aiming to reregulate Bang Saen Beach in order to grant everyone 

equal and free access to the town’s public space. Other facilities 

were added to the program as a part of the municipality’s attempt 

to develop Bang Saen into a sports activity town, hoping to 

welcome sports-related events such as marathons and car races. 

�e public spaces are designed to correspond with the prospec-

tive activities with a program that is �exible to and enhances 

di�erent economic activities.

Driving mechanism: �e municipality serves as the key actor 

with resolutions and policies implemented to improve the 

quality of public spaces and people’s lives under the ‘wellness 

city’ concept. �e mechanism works in the top-down process, 

however, the design and development of public space requires 

two di�erent parts of the mechanism: the top and the bottom. 

To successfully develop and create a quality public space, the 

top and bottom part of the structure need to correspond well 

with each other. 

Steps and process: �e beginning of the development of Bang 

Saen beach into a free, equally accessible and quality public 

space was made possible by the collaboration and support of 

several sectors from architects, the private sector, and Bang Saen 

Municipality, etc. Further study was carried out by developing 

the policies into a tangible action plan, which encompasses 

possible adjustments for the area to better resonate with the 

locals’ demands. �rough a participatory approach, represen-

tatives from di�erent sectors such as community leaders, mem-

bers of the local community, etc. were actively involved in the 

design development process. �e top-down approach where 

policies are implemented into the development of public spac-

es hopes to �nd a solution which allows everyone to have equal 

and free access to the town’s public spaces and facilities, pro-

moting the city’s beach as a local attraction with a variety of 

activities. 

Background: �e Sutthi Temple model is the starting point of 

a concept emerging within public space development in �ai-

land. It involves an integration of physical spaces and activities 

of local temples to the way of life of local communities. �e 

abbot who oversaw the policies and operation of Sutthi Wararam 

Temple during 2012 initiated the idea of integrating the temple’s 

physical space and activities as a part of the local community 

with the hope of developing the religious institution in a way 

that contributes to the best interest for the society. �e intention 

later led the temple to join the Wat Bandan Jai project. �e 

project was initiated back in 2014 from a developmental concept 

aiming to improve temples into wellness spaces, providing 

services that bring joy to the people who use them. �e concept 

also expands the role of the temples into a local community 

center, with the area inside the temple refurbished to serve as 

one of the city’s quality public and wellness spaces. 

Limitations/Obstacles: �e process involves little participation 

from stakeholders with assigned experts still working as the key 

contributor, and a limited amount of land that can be developed 

into public space.

Policy loopholes: �e process was carried out without thorough-

ly including the participation of other stakeholders in the de-

velopment of the program, such as senior citizens and the dis-

abled population, while the highlight was put primarily on 

outside visitors and the local economy.

Image 2: Public spaces in Bang Saen Municipality
Source: Author
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Driving mechanism: As one of the temples that joined the Wat 

Bandan Jai project, Sutthi Wararam Temple has developed its 

physical space into an urban public space. �e landscape was 

improved to accommodate more green spaces, while the unused 

buildings were demolished to increase the capacity of public 

activity on the grounds. �e space of the temple’s pavilion was 

also readjusted to better suit the lifestyle of urban inhabitants. 

It serves as a multifunctional space that attracts diverse groups 

of users to participate in activities and make the best use out of 

the public space together. Di�erent activities were curated, in-

cluding the refurbishment of the chapel into a space that exhib-

its beautiful religious paintings and hosts religious activities. 

�e temple hosts less conventional activities such as cinema 

screening, which took place inside of the chapel. It also houses 

a community learning center, a temple children’s café, and 

multifunctional meeting and reception rooms. �e management 

of the space is carried out by the temple’s sta� and monks, who 

oversee the permission to use the temple’s meeting or reception 

rooms, as well as other spaces to organize activities. �e sta�s’ 

responsibility includes management of parking space. �e main 

reason that the temple took the management of these public 

spaces under its control, with the help of assigned sta� and 

members of the local community, was an attempt to prevent 

outsiders from taking advantage of the temple’s operations and 

activities. 

Steps and process: �e Wat Bandan Jai project relies on collab-

oration between di�erent sectors and agencies, such as Arsom 

Silp, Buddhadasa Indapanno Archives, and other networks. �e 

project is operated through the budget granted by the �ai 

Health Promotion Foundation. It follows the goal of improving 

temples’ physical spaces into public spaces that accommodate 

social activities for people, both inside and outside of the local 

community, to use, meet and exchange knowledge. �e devel-

opment of the temples’ physical spaces is carried out with the 

support from the architecture and design community.  �ere 

are currently 9 temples that have joined the Wat Bandan Jai 

project (Sutthi Wararam Temple, Nangsheshotikaram Temple, 

Chonlaprathan Rang Srit Temple, Saket Ratcha Wora Maha 

Wihan Temple, Phra Singha Wora Maha Wihan Temple, Pa 

Non Gud Lhom Temple, Sri Tawee Temple and Mahachulalong-

kornrajavidyalaya University. 

Factors for success: �e roles and leadership of individuals who 

contribute to development, such as the abbot, contextual factors 

such as educational institutions and other supporting agencies, 

and how the operations are carried out in multiple areas, result-

ing in a tangible and widespread change. 

Limitations/obstacles: Di�erence of opinions between the 

monks who oversee the project’s operations and activities, re-

sulting in most of the activities being made available to only 

speci�c groups of people. 

Policy loopholes: �e implementation of a policy that turns the 

temple’s space into a public space is an unprecedented move 

made possible through the approval of one individual person 

or institution. Not only that, temples are the type of space where 

the policy making process rarely allows participation or involve-

ment of outsiders, causing the future development to rely too 

heavily on individual factors. 

Background: Originally a deserted area which frequently housed 

suspicious activities, the area was given to �e Crown Property 

Bureau under the supervision of the National Housing Author-

ity. King Rama 9, foreseeing the problems and wishing to help 

improve the quality of life and well-being of the people in the 

area, especially the young population, and the strength of the 

local community, suggested the idea of turning the area into an 

urban sporting ground. A public hearing was conducted to take 

into consideration opinions and demands from members of the 

local community. �e project was initially funded by 1) �e 

Crown Property Bureau, and 2) donations. �e �ai Health 

Promotion Foundation has been overseeing the design and 
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public participation process. �e design of the sporting ground 

was carried out under the supervision of Arsom Silp Institute 

and SHMAA Soen Company Limited, and Italian-�ai Com-

pany was responsible for the construction. 

Driving mechanism: A�er the sporting ground was completed, 

the O�ce of His Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary, having 

realized the importance of the local community, acknowledged 

the role of the community in the management of the public 

space. �e Arsom Silp Institute was invited to give a talk and 

educate members of the local community. Representatives who 

are members of the local community were invited to be on a 

working committee of Bang Kapi District O�ce.  �e commu-

nity is required to create an annual community development 

plan, which is presented to the District O�ce, and Arsom Silp 

Institute, for funding. 

Steps and processes: Most of the operations are funded by Arsom 

Silp Institute, which receives �nancial support from the �ai 

Health Promotion Foundation, with the Sports Authority of 

�ailand providing additional support in the form of sports 

equipment. 

While Bang Kapi District O�ce is overseeing the management 

of the project’s public utility systems, such as electricity, water, 

and waste management, as well as the provision of security 

services, an insu�cient budget has led to problems preventing 

new development from being included in the budget plan. 

Additionally, because the space inside the sporting ground does 

not directly belong to the Bangkok Metropolitan Administra-

tion, the maintenance has to be carried out by the community 

members themselves (local contractors/volunteer individuals). 

�e activities that take place inside the sporting ground range 

from loin cloth exercise, �ai boxing, music in the garden, senior 

sports activities, football/futsal, petanque, and yoga, with local 

community volunteers taking turns in providing instructions 

for di�erent types of activity. 

Factors for success: �e project being supported by His Majes-

ty’s Principal Private Secretary attracts involvement and support 

from other related agencies, and the project was conceived from 

people’s demands and participation in the development of the 

public space. A mechanism was created to accommodate the 

role of community in the management of the space, instead of 

waiting for the services and support from the state. 

Limitations/Obstacles:

-Budget: �e community still lacks su�cient �nancial support 

that would allow the space to be properly managed and sus-

tained. �ere hasn’t been a community fund set up to better

facilitate the project’s operations/activities, causing the funding 

to come solely from the authority

-  Problems concerning Bangkok Metropolitan’s budget struc-

ture: �e area is not directly owned by the Bangkok Metropol-

itan O�ce, resulting in unresolved maintenance problems. 

�e presentation of proposals/activities by the community must 

be included in the district o�ce’s development plan in order to 

receive funding. Due to the plan being designed and implement-

ed by the local authority, not Bangkok Metropolitan’s develop-

ment plan, problems stem whereas the proposals are denied by 

the Bangkok Metropolitan O�ce (the power of decision should 

be given to the district o�ce). 

- Sharing public spaces: �e area surrounding the sporting 

ground houses a number of public spaces, each operated under 

the supervision of di�erent governmental agencies. To use these 

spaces collectively, letters need to be submitted in order for each 

agency to grant its approval to use the space under their respon-

sibility. 

Policy Loopholes: With the very speci�c nature of its conception, 

the project re�ects the lack of support in national and local 

policies for proper promotion or planning of this type of public 

space to be created. 
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Location Outcomes Elements Key Actor Motivation Problems/Obstacles Negative Impacts Possibilities

Bang Saen

A network of public 
space users

Physical Design and Programing
Prepare the space to accommodate both 
tourists and local community’s activities, such 

as the management of the beach area. 

Mayor of Bang 
Saen Munici-

pality

Stimulate local economy 
by attracting tourists 
through tourism and 

sports related activities

Complicated budget inqui-
ry process

Complaints over the overly 
tourist-oriented develop-

ment / locals feel neglected

Several state-owned 
beachfront lands that can 
be developed into public 

spaces.

A clear development 
trajectory encompassing 
tourism + sports, aiming 
for economic develop-
ment

Readjust the landscape of the beachfront 
ground to accommodate daily workout 
activities

Lack of public space due 
to private land ownership/

unable to proceed with 
the development of state-

owned lands
So�ware - Organize sports-related activities to 
boost the local economy, such as marathons 
and car races. Promoting the importance of 
exercise among locals

Phitsanu-
lok Munic-

ipality

�e use of the munic-
ipality’s authority to 
create public space

Hardware – Redesigning the program to 
provide more riverfront public spaces such 
as Chom Nan Park and Chaloem Phra Kiat 
Public Park

Phitsanulok 
Municipality

�e municipality 
pushed forward the 

concern over the 
well-being of its pop-
ulation, leading to the 
development of public 

spaces for improvement 
of people’s health.

�e municipality’s limited 
authority and some of the 
objectives prevent public 
spaces from being fully 

developed. 

Some of the projects were 
unsuccessful due to the 

one-sided development car-
ried out by the municipality

�e success of the past 
public space development 
has earned the municipal-

ity con�dence from the 
locals if future projects 
were to be carried out.

Bicycle routes

So�ware – Create and encourage people to use 
di�erent types of public spaces such as library, 
bicycle route, public park, learning center

Path 1 
Sporting 
Ground

Organizing a group of 
sta� to oversee the man-
agement of the sporting 
ground.

Hardware – Create a space according to the 
need of members of the local community 
though a participatory process, ultimately 
improve people’s well-being Agencies and 

organizations 
in private and 
governmental 

sector

Increase the number of 
public spaces that en-
gages the participation 
of the local community

�e limitations of the own-
er prevents further devel-
opment from happening.

Unable to �nd funding 
for activities / relying too 
much on support from the 
government

Serving as a model public 
space whose development 

adopts participatory 
approach that engages 

contributions from di�er-
ent factors.

Setting up a committee 
for the design develop-
ment of the sporting 
ground

So�ware – Organize annual activities, such as  
Art&Music /Father’s Day, Children’s Day

Using sports to 
strengthen the relation-
ship between members 
of the community, as 
well as people’s physical 
and mental health

Limitations concerning 
�nancial support and 
policies/lack of budget to 
maintain the public garden

Bringing people with no hid-
den agendas to help with the 
management of the space.

Wat Ban-
dan Jai

Organize a network of 
designers and people 
from di�erent profes-
sions

Hardware – Develop the space with com-
fortable environment to best accommodate 
dharma practice activities.

�ai Health 
Promotion 

Foundation/ 
Arsom Silp / 

Buddhism Net-
work / Design-
er’s Network/ 

temples

Improve the image of 
Buddhist temples

Budget needed for the 
management of the project.

Finding volunteers to help 
with the project

An actual design tool de-
veloped from this process 
can help with the future 

development of Buddhist 
temples.

Develop a network of 
temples that wish to de-
velop their private spaces 
to accommodate more 
public activities.

So�ware -  Develop new activities that are 
more contemporary to attract more people 

into the space.

Develop public space 
inside of the temple’s 

perimeter to have com-
fortable environment to 
change people’s percep-
tion towards Buddhist 
temples / attract more 
crowd to the temple 

(promoting Buddhism)

Create lesson learned 
guidelines
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               From the gathered information of the case studies, 

which are considered ‘good practices’ from di�erent interna-

tional sources and documents, data collection and follow up on 

the results of the four case studies through verbal inquiries and 

evaluation conducted by related agencies, as well as information 

obtained from the exchanged opinions of stakeholders through 

di�erent public platforms, including 4 subgroup meetings, the 

�ndings reveal issues and elements crucial to the formation of 

quality urban public spaces as follows: 

1) Resolutions materialized at policy formation stage / 

organizational level: �e beginning of all the good case studies 

originates from the initiatives of the related agencies, particu-

larly the local administrative organizations, which possess the 

authority to create and manage public spaces. 

2) �e acquisition of land that is later developed into pub-

lic spaces is considered to be a major limitation that prevents 

new births of public space. Under this issue, it is also found that 

the public spaces a�ected by such limitations are facilities such 

as tra�c routes, open public spaces, pavements, alleyways, 

streets, bicycle routes, waterfront and beachfront areas, and 

deserted areas. If there is some type of tool that can (1) grant 

the local administrative organizations the power to oversee and 

promote activities in local public spaces, and (2) motivate both 

private and governmental agencies to allow their properties to 

be used to accommodate public activities, new alternatives in 

the creation of public space can be made possible. 

3) �e case studies reveal that one of the conditions that 

enables the program to render suitable and practical results 

requires the participation of all stakeholders in its creation, 

leading to a space that truly ful�lls the demands of the users. 

With the right mechanism, the right program can be facilitated. 

To achieve this, at least 3 components are required: governmen-

tal sector/local community/landowners, stakeholders whose 

interetss are a�ected by the activities taking place inside of a 

public space, and the academic sector/experts in the related 

professional �elds. 

4) �e process that enables the birth of a quality public 

space should be open, allowing stakeholders to contribute their 

opinions, demands, etc., enabling activities that bring positive 

outcomes and bene�ts. �e process also encompasses the tech-

nical protocols such as procurement and purchase, development 

of functional programs, as well as the development of shared 

mechanisms used by local agencies, civil society and local ed-

ucational institutes.

5) �e development of a mechanism used in the manage-

ment of public spaces (since the existing scenario of public space 

management has the state carry out all the decisions and tasks). 

Visions of local leaders, and the organization of committees that 

bring representatives from di�erent sectors, can help facilitate 

successful, collaborative public space management that is de-

veloped and operated by members of a local community in 

which the space is located.
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