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ABSTRACT

The number of beggars is currently increasing, which has become a problem that needs
to be resolved and it is still a problem that is difficult to prevent and solve successfully. The main
causes of begging are due to poverty and the lack of equal education arising from social inequality.
At the present, the form of begging has evolved from the begging for a living to survive to the form
of a group or organization and it is interesting that beggars are operated as a business model in a
way that exploits child beggars. Although begging is a personal matter as considering a right and
liberty for a person to choose a career, and the nature of begging does not directly cause distress in
society, on the other hand, the beggar causes various social problems which can lead to more violent
crime in society. The objective of this study is to study guidelines for the enforcement of
punishment as appropriate to beggars and persons seeking benefits from begging who is a child,
whether both domestic and foreign in order to be guidelines for the development and solve the
problem of beggars to be more efficient.

From the study, it was revealed that the problem of enforcement of the Control of
Begging Act, B.E. 2559 stipulates that the beggar is a criminal offence which is absolutely

forbidden to begging. If the beggar violates such provisions, they shall be liable to imprisonment
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or to a fine or to both. In fact, most of the beggars are in poverty and the number of beggars is
higher; therefore, punishing beggars increases the burden on the state. In addition, it is seen that the
imposition of punishment for those who seek benefits from begging does not mention persons who
exploit child beggars. The study of foreign law from the United States, Singapore, and India, there
are measures to prevent begging and the exploitation of the beggar that should be applied to
Thailand.

According to the study, in the case of a beggar was defined as a criminal offense and
shall be liable to imprisonment, it would consider that it is inappropriate because the beggar is not
a criminal. Thus, it deems appropriate to maintain a fine, but to abolish imprisonment including to
provide beggars to obtain protection and development of the quality of life instead of imprisonment.
Furthermore, the punishment for persons who seek benefits from child beggars should also be
prescribed in the Control of Begging Act. In the event that the persons receiving the protection and
development of the quality of life leave the center for the protection and development of the quality
of life are children, pregnant women, the elderly, lunatics, persons with disabilities or disabilities

or sick people to obtain a severe punishment.



