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ABSTRACT

Asbestos is general name of silicate which is found in nature. Asbestos is a bundle of
fiber which is strong, flexible, heat and also variety of chemical substances resistance so it is
widely used by many manufacturers, both in Thailand and overseas, particularly in the
manufacture of cement tile products, motor breaks and clutch and water pipes.

However, asbestos is dangerous as it may cause lung cancer if continuously exposed
into human bodies, as consumers, for a long period of time. The purpose of this study is to seek
methods to remedy injured persons as a result hereof under the so called Liability for Damages
Arising from Unsafe Products Act 2551 B.E. The issues of prescription, traders’ exemption of
liability and punitive damages thereunder are mainly discussed in this study with a comparison
study of product liability laws of the United States and Europe.

From the study, the prescription of 3 years from the date of knowing of the damage and
the responsible traders but not exceeding 10 years thereof does not conform to the damage caused
by asbestos that may last longer, i.e. 15-30 years beyond the validity of the prescription. Similar
to the issue of traders’ exemption of liability which only to prove the consumers’
acknowledgement of the unsafe of the products is too wide and has to prove more, i.e. the act of
consumers are unreasonable in a way. Lastly, the limit of punitive damages which is to be
awarded by the courts is also an obstacle in enforcing the traders to stop using asbestos in their

products.



