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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to study “the rights of adopted child” which focuses on the legal right
that gives him/her equal status with legitimate child. The rights of adopted child in many
countriesare taken into account, such as United Kingdom, United States of America, Germany,
France, and Switzerland. Historically, Child adoption in Thailand was first found in Ayutthaya
reign in The Spouse Act of 1904 and The Three Emblems Law in Rattanakosin reign. Later, The
Civil and Commercial Law and the Adoption of Children Act promulgated in 1979. This Act in
provides many provisions includes conditions for child adoption and the legal registration of
adopted child.

The result of this study indicates that the Civil and Commercial Code, Section 1539/28,
Title 1 specify that an adopted child acquires the status of a legitimate child of the adoptor, but
none of his rights and duties in the family to which he belongs by birth are prejudiced thereby.
Currently, there are many laws limit the right of adopted child which give unequal status with
legitimate child. The examples of these laws are the Social Security Act of 1990 and the Royal
Decree on Welfare Payment for Medical Expense of 1990 which states the definition of legitimate
child differ from the Civil and Commercial Code. It results in the different of exercising the rights
protection to adopted child. Moreover, the right of adopted child in Thailand law is poorer than
international law, for example, the right of adopted child in the right of representative, the right of
alien adopted child to have the adopter’s nationality, the right of adopted child to receive the
precise information from adopter, the right of adopted child under 12 year old to agree to the

adoption, the right of adopted child to appeal to the court to nominate representative. In this
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regards, this paper suggests that it is important to present equal protection for the legal rights to
adopted child to the same extend of legitimate child. Therefore, the amendment to the law to the

adopted child should be alter in order to reserve it in the same standard as overseas countries.



