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ABSTRACT

Ilegal agricultural laborers are employed in the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand)
because of the need for increased output of agricultural products in the face of world market
competition. Another important factor in the employment of illegal agricultural laborers is the
pressure exerted by agricultural business groups whose operations now involve a complete
agricultural cycle. Currently, agricultural contracts between farm workers and entrepreneuts contain
unfair terms agreed upon by the two parties to the contracts. Although the government has
promulgated the Unfair Contract Terms Act B.E.2540 (1997), the enforcement of this Act is
inherently limited. This is due to the pattetns these contracts take, inasmuch as they may be either
written or verbal. However, the Unfair Contract Terms Act B.E.2540 (1997) protects only those
who have entered into written contracts, and so verbal contracts are not covered under this Act.
This means that agricultural workers are unprotected if their contracts are verbal contracts. Usually,
contracted agricultural contracts are contracts for hiring for work and not for services.
Consequently, Jegal measures regarding contracts for hiring for services cannot be applied in
these cases. The upshot is that labor protection law and the law of labor relations cannot be used
when dealing with significant legal problems stemming from the system of contracted agriculture.
Illegal laborers employed under a contracted agriculture system incur problems because quality of

life is diminished in view of work-related health problems. However, the public sector does not
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adequately provide work-related health care for laborers working as contracted agricultural
laborers under high risk conditions.

Therefore, the government of Thailand should frame and promulgate legal measures
controlling the system of contracted agriculture. Laborers in this system should receive health
care benefits through an expanded social security system encompassing both legal and illegal

laborers.






