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(1) Waste Management (Amendment) Act, 2001 (W.f. 2544) (Number 36 of 2001)
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(3) Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) (Amendment) (No. 2)
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' Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. Article 3

(1) On and from the 4th day of March 2002 there shall be charged, levied and paid a levy (which shall
be known as an ‘environmental levy’ and is in these Regulations referred to as ‘the levy’) in respect of the
supply to customers, at the point of sale to them of goods or products to be placed in the bags, or otherwise of

plastic bags in or at any shop, supermarket, service station or other sales outlet.
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* Waste Management (Amendment) Act, 2001, Section 9
The following section is inserted after section 71 of the Act of 1996:

72.—(1) In this section—

‘consumer price index number’ means the All Items Consumer Price Index Number complied by the
Central Statistics Office and references to the consumer price index number relevant to any financial year are
references to the consumer price index number at such date in that year as is determined by the Minister with
the consent of the Minister for Finance;

‘plastic bag’ means a bag—

(a) made wholly or in part of plastic, and

(b) which is suitable for use by a customer at the point of sale in a supermarket, service station or
other sales outlet,
’ Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. Article 4

The amount of the levy shall be 15 cent for each plastic bag.
* Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 2007. Article 4

Article 4 of the 2001 Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution of “22” for “15”
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* Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. Article 5
The following classes of plastic bags are excepted from the definition of a plastic bag —
(a) plastic bags solely used to contain-
(i) fresh fish and fresh fish products,
(ii) fresh meat and fresh meat products, or
(iii) fresh poultry and fresh poultry products

provided that such bags are not greater in dimension than 225mm in width (exclusive of any gussets),
by 345mm in depth (inclusive of any gussets), by 450mm in length, (inclusive of any handles);

(b) plastic bags solely used to contain the products referred to in paragraph (a) where such products
are contained in packaging, (including a bag), provided that such plastic bags are not greater in dimension than
the dimensions referred to in paragraph (a);

(¢) plastic bags solely used to contain-

(1) fruit, nuts or vegetables,

(ii) confectionery,

(iii) dairy products,

(iv) cooked food, whether cold or hot, or
(v) ice

provided that such products are not otherwise contained in packaging and where such bags are not
greater in dimension than the dimensions referred to in paragraph (a);

(d) plastic bags used to contain goods or products sold:

(i) on board a ship or aircraft used for carrying passengers for reward, or
(ii) in an area of a port or airport to which intending passengers are denied access unless in
possession of a valid ticket or boarding card, for the purposes of carrying the goods on board the ship or aircraft
referred to in subparagraph (i);
(e) plastic bags designed for re-use, which are used to contain goods or products and which are sold to

customers for a sum of not less than 70 cent each.
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° Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. Article 7

Where a charge under article 6 is imposed the charge shall be itemised on any invoice, receipt or
docket issued to the customer.

" Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. Article 9 (2).

An accountable person shall pay the levy to the Revenue Commissioners in accordance with article 10.
¥ Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. S.I. No. 605/2001 -

The Minister for the Environment and Local Government, in exercise of the powers conferred on him
by sections 7 and 29 of the Waste Management Act, 1996 (No. 10 of 1996) and section 72 of that Act, as
inserted by section 9 of the Waste Management (Amendment) Act, 2001 (No. 36 of 2001), and with the consent
of the Government, hereby makes the following Regulations:-

9. (1) The Minister hereby specifies that the Revenue Commissioners shall be the collection authority
to whom the levy shall be payable.

(2) An accountable person shall pay the levy to the Revenue Commissioners in accordance with
article 10.

(3) The Minister hereby confers powers on the Revenue Commissioners to authorise officers of the
Revenue Commissioners for the purposes of article 17.

’ Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. S.I. No. 605/2001 -

17. (1) In this article, “authorised officer” means an officer of the Revenue Commissioners authorised

by them in writing to exercise the powers conferred by this article.
' Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations, 2001. S.I. No. 605/2001 -
18. A person shall not resist, obstruct or impede an officer of the Revenue Commissioners in the

exercise of a power conferred on that officer by article 17.
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" The Environment Conservation Act (No.73 of 1989). Regulation under Section 24 (d).

plastic bags regulations

Article 1 In these regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the
Environment Conservation Act, 1989 (Act No. 73 of 1989) (hereinafter referred to as “the Act”), shall bear the
meaning so assigned to it in the Act, and, unless the context indicates othenrvise-

“plastic bag” means-

(a) a plastic carrier bag with handles which is designed for the general purpose of carrying gods

purchased by consumers;
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(b) a plastic flat bag constructed with no gussets or handles which is designed for the general purpose
of carrying goods purchased by consumers; and

(c) a plastic refuse bag which is designed for the general purpose of carrying waste;

“commercial distribution” means making plastic bags directly or indirectly available for packaging or
carrying goods or carrying waste and distribution has a corresponding meaning:
“mark” whether used in a compound with any other word or not, includes any symbol, sign, drawing, design,
badge, emblem, representation, heading, name, word, signature, letter or numeral, or any combination of two or
more thereof;

“plastic bread wrapping” means

(a) a flimsy bread bag with a wall thickness between 5 and 10 micrometres, which is designed for the
purpose of packaging bread;

(b) a shrinklene bread bag with a width of 500 millimetres and a wall thickness between 8 to 12
micrometres, which is designed for the purpose of packaging bread; and

(¢) a bread bag, which is wicketed, with a wall thickness between 25 and 30 micrometres, which is
designed for the purpose of packaging bread;

“plastic film” means a thin, unwoven membraneous skin or layer of flexible material made of polymers
of ethylene or propylene and combinations thereof;

“ trade” means the sale of plastic bags to any person, including but not limited to manufacturers,

wholesalers and retailers of goods, for use in the Republic of South Africa.
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" Prohibition of certain plastic bags. Article 2 of

(1) The manufacture, trade and commercial distribution of plastic bags, made of plastic film, for use
within the Republic of South Africa, with a wall thickness of less than 80 micrometres is hereby prohibited.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), plastic bags, made of plastic film, with a wall thickness of between
30 and 80 micrometres may be manufactured, traded and commercially distributed, for use within the Republic
of South Africa, provided they do not, unless required by law, have printing, painting or marks of any kind.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), bread bags, made of plastic film, with a wall thickness of between
25 and 80 micrometres may be manufactured, traded and commercially distributed, for use within the Republic
of South Africa, if they do not, unless required by law, have printing, painting or marks of any kind.

(4) The prohibition contemplated in subsection (1) will not apply to shrinklene and flimsy bread bags
made of plastic film.
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uenl3m1d Ao ZAR. 15119 R Fudydnval voausuduein1d. usuduewsm 1 utiadlu 100 cents. ZAR

llﬁl%l‘umiﬂ’nmlliﬂﬂ South African Reserve Bank.
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"* Offences and penalties. Article 3

(1) Any person who contravenes regulation 2 (1) shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction-

(a) to a fine not exceeding RIOO 000: or

(b) to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 10 years: or

(¢) to both such a fine and such imprisonment; and

(d) to a fine not exceeding three times the commercial value of any thing in respect of which the offence
was committed.

(2) Any person convicted of an offence in terms of these regulations, and who after such conviction
persists in the act or omission, which constituted such offence, shall be guilty of a continuing offence and liable
on conviction to a fine not exceeding R250 or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 20 days or to both

such fine and such imprisonment in respect of eve’iy day on which such offence continue.
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