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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the background and the concepts concerning Thai massage
operation. It also studies the forms of Thai massage prescribed in Health Operation Act B.E. 2559
and in Ministerial Regulation on the specification of the place for healthcare or beauty, the
standard of the place for service, service providers, principle and examining procedure to certify
the standard for the place for healthcare or beauty, issued under Recreational Place Act B.E. 2509
(amended in B.E. 2551). Additionally, the study also focuses on legal measures relating to the
massage operation control on the standards of place, security and provider in Thailand and
foreign countries to improve the standard and allow the private sectors to participate in the
examining procedure.

According to the study, National Healthcare Act B.E. 2535 and Ministerial Regulations
issued under it aim to control the standards of the place, service, provider and examining
procedure and they indicate that the entrepreneurs shall ask for the authorization to operate the
business but none of security standard is mentioned. This means that this specific law enacted to
control health operation is unclear and this can lead to the problem on enforcement.

Therefore, this study proposes to adapt some foreign principles, such as, the clear
definition of “massage”, appropriate classification of massage and the same standards in respect
of place, security, and service provider. Furthermore, there should be the serious punishment

against the corruption and there should be only one organization for controlling the operation and
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receiving petitions from entrepreneurs and customers who are affected by the abuse of power or

ineffective service.



