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ABSTRACT

This independent study aims to explore the legal problems on concealed sexual
transmitted infection under the Communicable Diseases Act, B.E. 2558. At the present, there are
numerous emerging diseases and re-emerging diseases, including sexual transmitted infectious
diseases, e.g. Aids and Syphilis. Although the Communicable Diseases Act, B. E. 2558 is
currently in force, but the lacunas are still left open. The one that can be obviously seen is that the
law contains no guilt and punishment on the intentional concealment of one self’ s sexual
transmitted infectious diseases. Hence, the current law should be improved to be efficient and to
appropriately fill the loophole.

The study reveals that there are 3 problems within the Communicable Diseases Act,
B.E. 2558. Firstly, the law gives no definition of “ sexual transmitted infectious diseases” .
Secondly, infected persons tend to hide their sickness occurred from sexual transmitted infectious
diseases. Lastly, there are some problems on the imposition of the concealment.

The researcher, within this work, suggests that the Communicable Diseases Act, B.E.
2558 should be amended in 3 points. Firstly, Article 4 of the Act should clearly define the term
“ sexual transmitted infectious diseases” to cover 3 types of diseases, namely Aids, diseases

spread through blood or other body fluid, and other diseases as prescribed by the official
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announcement. Secondly, intentional concealment of one self’ s sexual transmitted infectious
diseases should be criminalized. Finally, the offence to be criminalized shall result in the
maximum penalty of either 10 years imprisonment or 200,000 baht fine, or both fine and

imprisonment.



