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THEMATIC TITLE PROBLEMS OF COPYRIGHT OWNERSHIP OF MOVIES
PUBLISHED ON ONLINE MEDIA IN THE DIGITAL ERA:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN THE COPYRIGHT
LAW OF THAILAND AND THE UNITED STATES, THE

UNITED KINGDOM, AND JAPAN
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STUDENT SUPARERK CHANABANGKAEW
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YEAR 2021
ABSTRACT

This research is a study on copyright ownership of movies published on online media in
the digital era, particularly on the problem of the meaning of ownership of such works. A movie
is a type of copyright work that is reserved for the copyright owner with the exclusive right to
exploit or allow others to take advantage of their work. However, the current copyright law of
Thailand does not specifically mention who the owner of copyright in Cinematic works is. Thai
copyright law only stipulates general rules that authors own the copyrighted work they create.
When considering the definition of the creator, it reveals that the author means the creator or the
person who created any creative work that is copyrighted. Considering the movies published
online in the digital age, that term is still a problematic since who is a cinematic author, causing
copyright infringement or problems in the case of individuals who want to use movies publish on
online media in the digital age to use but are unable to know the copyright owner of the cinema
for permission. For this reason, Thai copyright law is likely to require additional provisions
concerning the owner of the copyright of a cinematic work to belong to a specific person.

The objective of the research is to study to what extent Thai copyright law can be

amended to protect the owner right of the cinematic works in the digital era comparative with the



v

copyright law of the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan and studying the related textbooks,
research, academic articles, and related cases.

The study finds that the copyright law of the United States, the United Kingdom and Japan,
issues related to copyright ownership in cinematic works. Under United Kingdom copyright law,
a author of the cinematic is a producer and a director, making both the copyright owner of the
cinematic. And the Japan copyright law clearly states that the owner of the copyright of the
cinematic refers to the producer of the cinematic. Consequently, to eliminate the problem of
unclear ownership of cinematic copyrights under Thai copyright law shall clarify the provisions

relating to copyright ownership of cinematic works.
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