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ABSTRACT

This thematic paper aims to study authority and duties of the Office of the Trade
Competition Commission in relation to coordinate and promote a cooperation among domestic
agencies under Section 29 of the Trade Competition Act B.E. 2560. The purpose of the study is to
study the fundamental concepts, a background and an importance of the competition law and
policies on trade competition, legal mechanisms related to a coordination and promoting
cooperation of the competition authority and sector-specific regulatory authorities with
competition enforcement powers and authority of the Thai and forcign competition authorities.
It is also to recommend solutions to legal problems of authority and duties as well as guidelines to
coordinate and promote a cooperation among domestic agencies under the Trade Competition Act
B.E. 2560.

According to the study, authority and duties of the Office of the Trade Competition
Commission in relation to coordinate and promote a cooperation among domestic agencies under
Section 18 (6) of the earlier Trade Competition Act (The Trade Competition Act B.E. 2542)
provided broadly that the Office of the Trade Competition Commission has the powers and duties
as to coordinate with relevant government authorities or agencies for the purpose of the

performance of duties under this Act. Nowadays, the Trade Competition Act has been amended



v

to create cfficiency in law enforcement by providing the powers and duties in a coordination and
promoting cooperation to the Office of the Trade Competition Commission in Section 29
(8)(9)(10) of the Trade Competition Act B.E. 2560. It provided that the Office has powers and
duties to exchange information, participate in ncgotiations, makc an agreement and cooperate
with other entities or agencies both in and outside the country with regard to matters related to the
Office’s operation. The Office also has powers and duties to provide for or cooperate with other
entities on training and knowledge development with regard to competition matters as well as to
coordinate and cooperate with other civil service offices and government agencies relevant to
the performance of duties under this Act. From such the powers and duties, it can be seen that the
scope of coordination and cooperation of the office has been expanded. However, the Office of
the Competition Commission has not yet implemented a cooperation with any domestic agency in
practice effectively and concretely in accordance with the spirit of the law compared to the
cooperative operation of the sector-specific regulatory authorities with competition enforcement
powers and foreign competition authorities.

According to an analysis, the scope of authority and duties of the Office of the Trade
Competition Comimnission in relation to coordinate and promote a cooperation among domestic
agencies under this Act should be amended by providing a power of the coordination with regard
to the performance of officers in term of in practice. The amendment will affect the operation of
the Office to be high efficient in the performance of the officers in term of in practice as well as
will make the Office to focus on the coordination and promoting cooperation with other domestic
agencies both in term of an academia and in practice. Furthermore, the Office should create a
coordination and cooperation with the sector-specific regulatory authorities with competition
enforcement powers and other Thai authorities that is involved in the operation of the Office such
as the Royal Thai Police. In this context, there are several types of a collaboration which the
Office can create a coordination and cooperation in an informal collaboration type or a formal
collaboration type, for example. This measure will be effective in law enforcement and comply

with the competition policy and strategy set by the Office of the Trade Competition Commission.

It will also impact on the Office to operate quickly and to access easily an information that is

necessary for a performance of officers as well as to create networks between agencics to develop

competition governance efficiently.



