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ABSTRACT

This study investigates legal issues surrounding the protection of corruption informants
who provide information to official authorities. It finds that under the current Thai legal frameworks,
there are no clear measures to protect witnesses in corruption cases. After examining and
comparing laws of Thailand and other countries, the result can be concluded as follows.

There are some drawbacks on the request for a special measure. While an important
feature of Thai witness protection law includes special measure protection of informants in an
exigent situation, Article 9 of the Witness Protection in Criminal Cases Act of 2003 (B.E. 2546)
stipulates lengthy process of petitioning the Minister of Justice or an authorized person for the use
of special measures. Such process requires a long line of hierarchical officials to deliberate such
requests. In addition, there is a problem on concealment of personal information of witnesses.
Also, under the witness protection law, initial corruption informants are not protected because the
law only protects witnesses who can attest in the justice system. Furthermore, the current witness
protection law of Thailand affords limited protection to witnesses only for a necessary period.
In contrast, the United States witness protectioﬁ system provides a 24-hour service for those
who give testimony or testify in the court. The law fails to provide sufficient compensation and

rewards to witnesses who give corruption data as same as the witness protection program in

the United States.
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This study concludes that Article 9 of the Witness Protection in Criminal Cases Act
of 2003 (B.E. 2546) should be amended to empower inquiry officials, prosecutors and judges to
authorize special measures. The definition of the term “Witness” under the Thai witness
protection law should be broadened to include initial informants of corruption cases. Also,
Thailand should assimilate witness protection program of the United States to its system and
improve compensation rates to 200 - 3,000 Baht. Moreover, the law should allow discretion of the
court in designating periods of witness protection which should not exceed two years. Lastly,
there should be a legislation that encourage corruption informants by offering them sufficient

compensation and rewards.



