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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study the background, concepts and theories
concerning criminal liability and criminal fines related to illegal fishing as stipulated under the
Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015) Second Amendment B.E. 2560 (2017) by
comparative analysis of foreign and Thai laws in order to propose guidelines for amendments to
the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015) Second Amendment B.E. 2560 (2017) to be
appropriate and proportional to the offense as well as providing equality in law enforcement.

The study found that the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015) Second
Amendment B.E. 2560 (2017) stipulates liability and criminal fines merely based on the sizes of
the fishing vessel. Although in many offenses are not related to the operation of fishing vessels or
not related to fishing. This resulted in imposing improper and disproportionate criminal liability
and criminal fines for those offenses. At the same time, imposing such penalties based on the size
of fishing boats alone cannot be intimidating, deterring, and preventing the commission of
offenses as can be seen that presently there are a large number of repeating offenders in fishing

cases.
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Therefore, the penalties for criminal fines should be amended for offenses that are not
caused by operating fishing vessels or related to fishing. The penalties should be adjusted
appropriately and proportionately to the circumstances and severity of the offense as well as

emphasizing the strict enforcement of administrative punishment measures to prevent offences.



