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ABSTRACT

This independent study aims to research the issues of liability and criminal penalties in
the case of applying to overstay in the Kingdom of Thailand under the Immigration Act B.E.
2522. Due to various necessary excuses to applying for overstay and a large number of foreigners
residing in many areas of Thailand pose problems of law enforcement relating discretion power
by officials and the problem of outdated criminal penalties which is not appropriate for the current
situation, causing the offenders may not afraid or obey the law causing inefficiency in law
enforcement. Also, the problem of illegal foreign workers who have been relieved to work in the
country, creating legal loophole for officials to use their discretion inaccurately.

By considering and comparing with the laws and regulations in the United States,
Taiwan, and Singapore, legal measures relating immigration in the case of applying to overstay in
these countries are utterly clear as well as to strict examine the exercising of discretion powers by
immigration officials particularly in the case of illegal foreign workers. Thus, the laws should be
amended the liability and criminal penalties in the case of applying to overstay in the Kingdom of
Thailand under the Immigration Act B.E. 2522 in order to create efficiency and effectiveness in

law enforcement to be clear, transparent, up-to-date and appropriate to the current situation.



