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ABSTRACT

This independent study aims to investigate the legal issues regarding the use of guide
dogs for a person with visually impaired because the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
Act, B.E. 2550 does not clearly provide definitions and types of guide dog and there are no
laws assigning the responsible authority to determine the criteria on registration and issuing
the permission of guide dog use. This results in the problems both for people with visual
impairments who cannot use the guide dog in their real life and general people who do not
know how to behave correctly towards guide dog.

The findings revealed that 1) regarding the problems of guide dog definitions, Section 20 (8)
of the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act, B.E. 2550 does not provide definition of
guide dog what types of animals it refers to nor clearly specify types of guide animal. This
probably leads to the problems of interpretation and causes problems for general people to behave
towards the animal. How to behave themselves towards pets and guide animal being on duty to
lead people with visual impairments is not the same. Moreover, access to places for these people
is different; 2) regarding the problems of guide dog registration, although Section 20 (8) of the
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act, B.E. 2550 specifies the right of people with
visual impairment to use guide animal, it does not determine the criteria on registration of guide
dog as well as process of examining and practicing in order to obtain the qualification of guide
dog. Therefore, it is difficult for people with visual impairments to use guide dog; and 3)

regarding to the problems of examining, following up and evaluating guide animal, Section 20 (8)
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of the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act, B.E. 2550 does not determine the requirement
to examine, follow up and evaluate guide dog. The guide dog is considered as the dog which
takes care of and protects life and body of people with visual impairments; therefore, it is required
for the examination, follow-up, and evaluation of guide dog to be conducted regularly in order to
check physical health, eye health, etc. needed for guide dog.

Therefore, the research would like to propose the amendments of the Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities Act, B.E. 2550 regarding to guide dog use consisting of (1) providing
definition of guide animal, (2) determining the criteria on registration of guide animal, and (3)

determining the criteria on examining, following up and evaluating guide animal.



