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ABSTRACT

The objective of this independent study is to study the authority of competent
government officials in mangrove forest management. This is because the government officials
shall have the authority to take any action that affects the rights and liberties under the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand only if there are legal provisions that give such officials
the authority to take those actions. At present, the encroachment on mangrove forests, an
important resource of Thailand, is very serious. However, inefficient enforcement of the Act on
the Promotion of Marine and Coastal Resources Management, B.E. 2558 (2015) (the“Act”) has
resulted in Thai officials not having sufficient power and authority to take action in mangrove
forest preservation and management.

The results of the study show that the Act enacted to conserve, restore and manage
marine and coastal resources, including mangrove forests, for the prosperity, balance and
sustainability of resources has some shortcomings in the exercise of authority by competent
officials under this Act. For example, under Section 3 of the Act, the term “competent official” is
defined as a civil servant or government official holding a position not lower than an ordinary
civil servant at the practitioner level or its equivalent. However, according to the organization’s
structure, there are not only the officials at the practitioner level but also the officials at the

operational level. This affects the operations of the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources



v

as the number of officials authorized by law is insufficient to cover areas under the responsibility
of the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources. In addition, Section 24 of the Act does not
give authority to the competent officials to demolish, modify or act, including taking any action to
prevent or alleviate damage to the mangrove forests, including the power to arrest and suppress
offenders in relation to encroachment, occupation, possession, construction, forest clearing or any
other act destroying the mangrove forests. However, the laws of the Republic of Indonesia and
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam clearly prescribe the authority of the competent officials in the
aforementioned matters.

Therefore, the researcher is of the opinion that the definition of competent official and
Section 24 regarding the authority of the relevant competent officials under the Act on the
Promotion of Marine and Coastal Resources Management, B.E. 2558 (2015) should be amended
for greater clarity and operational efficiency. This is to solve the problems related to exercise of

authority by officials to ensure effective mangrove forest management and preservation.



