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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to study the legal issues relating to animal cruelty
prevention and animal welfare. In this study, the concepts, legal measures and penalties relating
to animal cruelty and welfare in Thai laws have been studied and compared with those of foreign
countries such as Japan, the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth of Australia and the United
States of America in order to find an appropriate approach to improve, amend and develop proper
legal measures on animal cruelty prevention and animal welfare in Thailand.

From the study, it is found that the animal welfare management under Section 22 of the
Cruelty Prevention and Welfare of Animal Act B.E. 2557 (2014) (“Act”) and the notifications of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives regarding animal welfare management under this
Act show that the animal ownership status is clearly defined in the laws of other developed
countries, especially in Japanese law requiring an animal owner to implant microchip in his/her
animal to identify the owner. In addition, the person who wants to keep an animal or a dangerous
animal must obtain permission and must install the tracking device on his/her animal to prevent
danger from that animal. Any person who violates such provisions shall be subject to
imprisonment or a fine as required by law. Section 23 of the Cruelty Prevention and Welfare of
Animal Act B.E. 2557 (2014) stipulates that the animal owner shall not release, abandon, or take

any action to remove the animal from his/her care without justifiable reasons. Although Thai law
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clearly contains such provisions, only small amount of fines are imposed on animal owner who
violates the provisions. The offender may not be afraid of the penalty and may deny the animal
ownership in order to avoid his/her guilt. Compared to the laws of the Commonwealth of
Australia, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America, it has been found that
the laws of these countries clearly specify the penalties for animal owner and offender of animal
cruelty, both imprisonment and fines, depending on the number of incidents and the severity of
the offense. Fines and imprisonment in these laws are much more severe compared to those in
Thai laws. This results in more effective law enforcement of such other countries.

Therefore, the researcher is of the opinion that there should be a concrete measure to
identify the animal owner or person who keeps or possesses animal by requiring the registration
of animal or animal owner in Section 22/1. In this regard, the Minister shall prescribe the rules,
procedures and conditions for implementation of this measure. There should be an additional
provision in Section 23/1 to prevent the owner of an animal from abandoning or taking any action
that may endanger the life, body, or property of a person or other animal. In addition, the penalty
under Section 32 should be added for an animal owner who fails to comply with the provisions to
be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 1 year or a fine ranging from 40,000 baht to
100,000 baht, or both. This is to ensure more clarity, enforceability and effectiveness of the
Cruelty Prevention and Welfare of Animal Act B.E. 2557 (2014) in terms of animal welfare and

liability of animal owner.



