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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the legal issues relating to the education
support for underprivileged children. These issues have had a profound impact on the youth
development and the development of Thailand for a long time as youth is an important factor that
determines the direction and drive of the country’s development in the future. In this study,
a comparison study between Thai law and US and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam laws was
been conducted in order to find the relevant solutions.

From the study it is found that the National Education Act B.E. 2542 (1999)
(the “Act”), enacted to grant the right to education for all people according to the rights under
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, has some shortcomings. For example, the term
“underprivileged children” is not clearly defined as to the qualifications, status and well-being of
children to be deemed as underprivileged children who deserve the protection and rights under
the Act. In addition, there is no provision on the education support for underprivileged children in
the Act. However, the education laws of the United States and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
have clear definitions of underprivileged children and provisions on the education support for
underprivileged children, which are different from Thai law.

Therefore, the researcher is of the opinion that the definition of underprivileged
children and provisions on education support in the National Education Act B.E. 2542 1999
should be amended for greater clarity based on the definitions of underprivileged children

specified in education laws of the United States and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam by taking
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into account the social context, economic condition and lifestyle of the people in Thailand. This is

to ensure equal benefits and government education support among all disadvantaged children.



