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ABSTRACT

This thematic paper aims to conduct a research on the criminal liability of the master in
the case of waste discharge from ships by focusing on the scope of law enforcement, the criminal
liability of the master, and legal measures for foreign ships.

According to this research, Thai laws have a fixed scope in which laws are enforced
only in the case of the waste discharge from ships to the territorial sea of Thailand. In some cases,
they may expand to the contiguous zone; however, this is not the case with the exclusive
economic zones. This results in the inability of Thai laws to be enforced on foreign ships that
violate rules in the exclusive economic zones. Additionally, Thailand still does not have measures
that are specifically enforced on foreign ships. In terms of the criminal liability of the master in
discharging waste from ships, even though Thailand has laws that pinpoint the liability, the laws
are not particular when it comes to who to be held as an offender, not to mention the amount of
fine that appears to be very little. When comparing the laws of foreign countries, it can be found
that other countries have laws that are way more specific in terms of which individual is at fault,
and the fine is significantly higher.

Hence, from researching and comparing laws related to the discharge of waste from
ships in order to come up with methods that will make Thai legal measures more useful for the

preservation and protection of the marine environment, the author has a few suggestions. It is



v

suggested that the scope of law enforcement should be expanded even to apply to the exclusive
economic zones in order for Thai criminal liability to be more inclusive. Furthermore, a specific
measure to pinpoint an individual who violates the law and the raise of criminal fines should be
pushed for so that culprits don’t repeat the commitment of crimes. This also includes measures
that are specifically enforced on foreign ships in order to strengthen the measures on preventing,

reducing, and controlling marine pollution in Thailand.



