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ABSTRACT

In this globalization era, the means of communication become plenty and easily
accessible. People around the world can communicate with each other through online
communication anywhere and anytime. The online gambling business is one of the fastest
growing businesses worldwide in response to the online technology advancement, including the
ease of access, the convenience of plays, and the variety of online gambling activities. Though
many countries have granted online gambling a lawful activity, online gambling in Thailand is
still prohibited. However, in reality, online gambling is widely found throughout the country.
Even if there exist the Gamblirig Act B.E.2478 and other related laws, the law enforcement
cannot be done effectively and the law cannot mitigate online and other gambling rate in
Thailand.

From studying of the Gambling Act and current measures governing online gambling
activities in Thailand as compared with other countries, as well as the interviews with the
government officials being responsible for the law enforcement on online gambling, it is revealed
that current Gambling Act is ineffective due to several factors including: 1) the attitudes towards
the offense, 2) the obsolete law that cannot apply to the current situations or problems, 3) the
overlap in law enforcement, the flaccid approval condition, and the minute form of punishment.

The researcher, hence, proposes measures in solving the aforementioned problems, including to



improve the Gambling Act by amending the definition of gambling to be more clear, to streamline
the approval conditions for gambling activities, to impose additional restriction on gambling
advertisement and solicitation, to adjust the punishment, and to revise the government fees for
gambling businesses. In addition, it is also recommended that the Computer Offense Act B.E.
2550 shall be amended to include online gambling activities as one of the offenses, and to impose
other legal measures and/or arrangements; such as, the monitoring of suspicious financial
transactions, the cooperation between different authorities, the establishment of dogwatch units
and 24/7 Hot Line contact points to accept and respond with regard to news, comments and
threats concerning online gambling.

Besides, the researcher also proposes the optional measure to legalize certain kind of
gambling activities to attract tourists and money inflows from foreigners. These legalized
gambling activities shall, of course, be required to pass a stringent approval process and be under
a close supervision of related go;lemment authorities. The country’s revenue derived from these
gambling businesses may in turn be more beneficial to Thailand than the use of the preventive

measures alone.



