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ABSTRACT

This research investigates the legal challenges and enforcement gaps concerning online
gambling in Thailand, with a primary focus on the Gambling Act B.E. 2478(1935) and other
related laws and regulations. Despite the evolution of technology and the widespread emergence
of online gambling platforms, Thai legislation still lacks specific provisions and comprehensive
mechanisms to regulate this form of gambling effectively. The study adopts a qualitative
methodology based on documentary research, analyzing Thai legal texts, academic literature, and
related case studies. It also includes comparative analysis with legal systems from the United
States , Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China, and
Republic of Singapore—jurisdictions known for progressive legal frameworks addressing online
gambling.

Relevant Thai laws still contain significant gaps in several areas, particularly the
absence of clear definitions for the terms “gambling” and “online gambling.” The current
gambling legislations do not explicitly address gambling conducted via the internet. Although
online gambling can be broadly interpreted to fall under the existing legal framework, such
interpretation presents limitations in terms of enforcement and proving intent, as well as
determining the scope of liability among involved parties. Moreover, the prescribed criminal

penalties are outdated and do not align with the current economic and technological context. For
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instance, the Gambling Act B.E. 2478 (1935) primarily targets traditional forms of gambling,
such as physical gambling dens or underground lotteries, and does not specify the liability of
online service providers or those who publish promotional content related to online gambling. In
addition, there is a lack of specific provisions penalizing individuals who participate in gambling
through online platforms. Most notably, the law fails to establish protective measures for minors
and youth who are particularly vulnerable to gambling addiction and its long-term consequences.
The absence of an effective age verification system or age restrictions represents a critical
loophole that must be addressed—especially when compared to international best practices in
more developed legal systems.

The researcher , therefore , recommends the introduction of a revised legal framework
encompassing clear relevant definitions Regarding online gambling , updated penalties,
regulatory oversight of digital gambling platforms, and protective measures for children and
youth. Such reform would enhance legal clarity, empower law enforcement, and safeguard
societal welfare from the rising impact of online gambling. By addressing legal loopholes and
adopting global best practices, Thailand can strengthen its capacity to combat the socio-economic

harms associated with unregulated online gambling.



