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ABSTRACT

The Act on the Power of Summons of the Committees of the House of Representatives
and the Senate B.E. 2568 (2025) was enacted with the aim of enabling the committees of the
House of Representatives and the Senate to exercise their summons powers effectively. However,
there are legal limitations regarding the summons of documents or individuals to provide
statements of fact before these committees. In cases where the summoned party is a private
individual or agency and fails to comply with such summons, the committees lack legal authority
to take action, as the Act does not provide any legal sanctions. This presents a legal issue that
requires careful study and analysis to develop clear, precise, and appropriate solutions consistent
with the legislative intent of the law governing the committees’ power of summons. Such
measures are essential to support the committees in performing their duties effectively in
accordance with the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.

Since the committees’ power to summon private individuals and agencies is a crucial
mechanism for enhancing the parliament’s oversight and legislative functions, the Act on the

Power of Summons of the Committees of the House of Representatives and the Senate B.E. 2568



v

(2025) was promulgated to support the exercise of this power. However, both principled debates
and practical problems remain. These include situations in which individuals or private agencies
disregard summonses, as well as the lack of a clear and sufficient definition of “private agency.”
As a result, the Act does not provide adequate mechanisms for oversight and review. In addition,
even when individuals or private agencies comply with a summons, the Act may still be
insufficient to ensure the protection of the rights and freedoms of individuals or private agencies
providing information, including business operations, trade secrets, and freedom of expression.

To resolve these issues, it is necessary to amend the Act by establishing clear criteria
for summoning individuals or private agencies. Such amendments should include clear provisions
on procedures, processes, and conditions for summonses, covering the exercise of summons
power, prior notification, justification of necessity, and protection of the rights of summoned
parties. Additional provisions should also guarantee fair treatment, effective enforcement, and
penalties appropriate to contemporary context of this Act. Additionally, the Japanese law on oaths
and witness testimony in parliament could also be applied to ensure that testimony given under
oath as required by law is more truthful and can be used for policy decision-making without
the need for repeated investigations.

If these amendments are adopted, the Act will achieve greater clarity,
comprehensiveness, and conformity with the principles of the rule of law and human rights.
Specifically, it will establish well-defined procedures, conditions, rights of summoned parties,
and effective sanctions, while introducing an oath-taking requirement prior to testimony.
This reform will enhance the parliament’s role in monitoring the executive branch, improve
the credibility of legislative investigations, and protect the rights of private sector stakeholders.
Ultimately, it will contribute to building a legal culture based on accountability, transparency, and

public trust in the parliamentary system under a democratic framework.



