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ABSTRACT

Natural rubber {NR} is an economic crop of Thailand, and Thailand ranks as the biggest exporter of NR
in the world. NR export by Thailand ranks the 6™ in earning forcign exchange. which valued at around 205,483
million bahl to 233,628 million baht during 2006 — 2009. Growth ol NR export has a tendency to increase
annually. Therefore, research studies on relevant factars that affect competitiveness of Thai NR exporters in the
biggest rubber market like China are necessary and important because Thai NR cxporters in the South and other
Tegions in the country will understand clearly problems and barriers of NR cxpori to China. At the same lime,
Thai NR exporlers can also make usc of rescarch findings for export improvemenl and development. And
entrepreneurs can also use the research findings as basic infonmation and guidelines for their business
operations in the future.

As the abjeclive ol this gualitative and quantitative research is to study procedure for NR exports by
Thai exporlers, including both internal and external factors of the country, which affects compelitiveness of
Thai NR ¢xports. The outcome of the qualitative findings by in-dept inlerviewing with the top ten Thai NR
exporiers to China in 2009 with the interview form designed by Michael E. Porter and SWOT Analysis as the
main structure of the questionnaire shows that there are six factors at the statistical significant level of 0.01,
which have a positive correlation with competitiveness of Thai NR cxporters to China. For the three positive
internal factors, they are comprised of internal management in companies, NR exporl management, and
marketing management. For external factors, they are comprised of NR supply and prices, demand for NR from
China, and national policy on NR export promotion by the Thai government. The unrelated factors to
competitiveness of Thai NR exporters to China s (he “Free Trade Agreement or FTA™ between the two
countrics concerning NR. At the same time, the outcome of the quantitative analysis, which used the
non-probability sampling by convenience sampling of Thai NR exporlers to China totaling 113 NR cxporters
who obtained NR export permits under the Rubber Act 1999 from the Rubber Research Institute of Thailand,

Department of Agricullure, was significantly in line with the qualitative analysis.
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