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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to examine legal issues and analyze measures for protecting children’s personal
data in the digital age, with a focus on a comparative study of legal frameworks for the protection of
children’s personal data under international standards. The study analyzes and compares relevant laws of
the European Union (General Data Protection Regulation - GDPR), the United States (Children’s Online
Privacy Protection Act - COPPA), and Japan (Act on the Protection of Personal Information - APPI) in
order to identify legal gaps and limitations in Thailand’s Personal Data Protection Act B.E. 2562 (2019),
and to propose improvements consistent with international standards.

The findings reveal three significant issues: first, the lack of a clear legal definition of “child”
under the Personal Data Protection Act B.E. 2562; second, the absence of specific and consistent age
thresholds for granting consent to the collection, use, or disclosure of personal data; and third, the absence
of limitations on the retention period for children’s personal data in online environments—a major
vulnerability that increases the risk of data breaches and misuse. These findings form the basis for legal
analysis and recommendations aimed at improving the effectiveness of Thailand’s legal framework.

Accordingly, this thesis proposes amendments to the Personal Data Protection Act to include a
clear definition of “child” and explicit age thresholds, to establish tiered consent requirements based on
developmental stages, and to incorporate specific provisions limiting the retention period for children’s
personal data. These recommendations aim to create a balanced legal framework that safeguards children’s

rights while promoting their safe and beneficial access to digital technologies in the modern era.



